


         O’NEILL TOWN PLANNING 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS                                                                                                REPRESENTATION TO DRAFT PLAN 2022 -2028 

  

   

   

Page 2 of 6 

 

O’Neill 
Town Planning 

All of their lands are within the boundaries of Waterford City, and are in agricultural use at 
the moment.  The lands outlined in red on the extract from an ordnance  map attached is 
approximately two hectares - four acres - in extent and is central to two other houses in the 
family.  The request her is to included a specific objective in the approved Waterford City 
and County Development Plan 2022 - 2028 to allow their four children build four houses for 
themselves thereby remaining in the general area where the farm and most of their relatives 
reside.    While we understand that the rezoning of these lands for residential use would be 
unsustainable and result in unnecessary precedent for other lands in the area, we are of the 
opinion that allowing four houses, with a possible specific objective that the individuals had 
to comply with the rural housing provisions on the statutory development plan for the area 
would be appropriate and allow our clients have their children close by to both assist on the 
farm lands and to care for their elderly parents as they get older.     

 

Aerial view of the subject site. The lands outlined in red are the lands the subject of this representation.  

 WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 -2017  

The subject site is within the functional area of Waterford City and County, and is therefore 
governed by the objectives, policy and Development Control Standards as set out in the 
statutory Development Plan for the area, which at present is the Waterford City 
Development Plan 2011 -2017, which has been extended to 2022 by virtue of the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region and the Draft Waterford City and 
County Development Plan 2022 - 2028.  In that plan the site is zoned for agriculture as can 
be seen from the extract from the statutory development plan for the area below.     
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Extract from Waterford County Development Plan 2011 -2017  with site marked with red X 

 DRAFT WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2022 - 2028  

As stated above the subject site is within the functional area of Waterford City and County, 
and is therefore governed by the objectives, policy and Development Control Standards as 
set out in the statutory Development Plan for the area, which at present is the Waterford 
City Development Plan 2011 -2017.  This representation is made on the Draft Waterford City 
and County Development Plan 2022 - 2028 which is to be adopted next  year.  

Chapter seven of the Draft Waterford City and County Development Plan 2022 - 2028 deals 
with housing, and in relation to rural housing the plan stated the following:- 

Rural Ireland has faced challenges in recent decades, such as the loss of traditional industries 
and employment, emigration and poor connectivity. However, the emergence of new 
technologies and improved infrastructural connectivity provide opportunities to sustain 
resilient rural communities into the future. National and regional planning policy support an 
approach that ensures that our rural areas continue to be a living and lived-in landscape, 
focusing on the requirements of rural economies and rural communities, while at the same 
time avoiding ribbon and overspill development from urban areas and protecting existing 
environmental qualities. 

Accordingly, building on Government policy and the 2017 Action Plan for Rural Development, 
the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the 
Southern Region, the Council will focus on supporting rural communities by planning for the 
future growth and development of rural areas, including addressing decline, with a special 
emphasis on activating the potential for the renewal and development of smaller towns and 
villages. 

Rural Housing Policy Objectives – General 

Objective H 23 We will support the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging 
growth and arresting decline in areas that have experienced low population growth or 
decline in recent decades and by managing the growth of areas that are under strong urban 
influence to avoid over-development, while sustaining vibrant rural 










