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Executive Summary 

Bunmahon Village Health Check is carried out by the Bunmahon community in conjunction with the 

Rural Economic Section of Waterford City & County Council.  The rural economic exercise involved 

data gathering, engagement and consultation with the local community to result in the development 

of a Village Plan of Opportunity Areas that can be used by the local community to shape their place 

and future.  The Health Check Opportunity Areas will be in the form of an action plan of evidence 

based recommendations with identified priorities, stakeholder responsibility and named funding 

source potential.  

 

A number of steps in the Health Check process, allowed to better understand Bunmahon as a 

settlement along the Copper Coast of Waterford.  As part of the approach, an honest self-assessment 

regarding the Village function and hierarchy and dependency on nearby settlements was explored. 

The report focuses on the village’s opportunities and how they could be turned into actions that can 

be realistically achieved within the short, medium and long term. The Opportunity Areas originate 

from the health check exercise and actions are only recommended that are realistic, achievable and 

have an appropriate funding mechanism(s) attributed to their delivery.  The Opportunity Areas 

recommended for action are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These opportunity areas should significantly contribute to the enhancement of Bunmahon village and 

the surrounding hinterland once delivered.  

 

 

No. OPPORTUNITY AREA TIMEFRAME 

1 
‘Copper Coast Collaboration` 

SHORT – TERM 

2 ‘Opportunity Areas- Appraisal` MEDIUM – TERM 

3 ‘Copper Coast Geopark Developments` 

 

MEDIUM – TERM 

4 ‘Coastal Path Connectivity` MEDIUM – TERM 

5 ‘Bunmahon – Public Realm Works` MEDIUM – TERM 

6 ‘Tankardstown & Village Infrastructure Development` LONG – TERM 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Bunmahon Tidy Towns recently succeeded in accessing Department of Rural & Community Development 
funding from the Town & Village Renewal Scheme to be spent on Bunmahon village public realm works 
including boardwalk infrastructure, connectivity to Tra na mBo and amenity upgrades.  As a natural 
progression to these works, a Village Health Check was carried out in conjunction with the Rural Economic 
Section of Waterford City & County Council.  This exercise involved data gathering, engagement and 
consultation with the local community to identify the key concerns, thoughts, opinions and ideas within 
Bunmahon. The rural economic check considers the future of Bunmahon within the Copper Coast stretch and 
recommends a series of opportunity areas that have been prioritised, with stakeholder responsibility and 
funding sources identified. 
 
1.2 Scope of Health Check 

The purpose of this report is to explore and where applicable sensitively exploit the opportunities that exist 

for the village of Bunmahon.  As part of this opportunity assessment, the village will be examined under a 

number of performance areas to establish priorities for consideration:  

• assessment of the existing natural, heritage and built environment as a base for rural enterprise  

• extent  of sustainable development of a vibrant and attractive village centre 

• potential for building on and enhancing any heritage base  

• likelihood of fostering economic growth through rural enterprise  

• feasibility of harnessing the potential of the surrounding landscape  

• scope for rural tourism enterprise 

 
A number of initial steps to help better understand Bunmahon was undertaken including local auditing, 
background research and analysis of Census 2016 in establishing a baseline for the Village. This collection of 
data alongside land use analysis should encourage informed decision making to aid funding bids. As part of 
the local engagement phase, a SWOT analysis and a local Place Evaluation exercise was undertaken to derive 
important information and provide an evidence base for future projects and initiatives for the area.  
This was carried out within a participatory workshop to give key stakeholders the opportunity to discuss, 
engage and share their thoughts and aspirations on the future vision for Bunmahon allowing ideas and key 
priorities to be identified for action.  
 

1.3 Study Area 

Bunmahon is a small seaside village located on the ‘Copper Coast’ in the southeast of Co. Waterford and is 
identified in the County Development Plan as a Local Service Centre.  The village hosts the UNESCO 
designated Copper Coast Geopark – a designation based around sustainable development of communities 
around areas of significant geological interest and importance. 
The village has a 3km beach stretch backed by sand dunes with tall cliffs at each end offering protection and 
shelter to the beach area. The sand dune area boasts an abundance of interesting flora and fauna 
encompassing a wide array of uncommon species. The beach area is also adjacent to a Natural Heritage Area 
(NHA).   
The CSO 2016 data was taken from the Knockmahon Electoral District which captures the Village Centre.   
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Fig. 1 

Figure 1 – Bunmahon CSO 

ED Knockmahon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – Bunmahon Village 
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2.0 Methodological Approach 

2.1 Background Research and Site Visits 

Town and Village Health Checks require, as the name suggests, a check on the health of the location. In 
attempting to get an overview of how Bunmahon village was performing - a land use survey was undertaken 
to collect data on the occupancy of each building/site. The occupancy helps establish both retail and 
residential patterns and vacancy rates and also helps understand the village’s function. 
An assessment of the 2016 CSO data for Knockmahon Electoral Division helped better understand the 
current situation and in particular regarding the population profile – a population pyramid generated from 
2016 CSO data provided significant focus for the local community in their engagement workshop.   
Numerous site visits were made to Bunmahon to carry out a Village audit based on a Scottish model to 
measure the economic diversity and social value of village centres. The model is designed to help collate 
locally available data to complement National Census data and other local datasets in order to help 
communities better understand the function of the towns/villages they live and work in.  The audit exercise 
provided a simple way of capturing data on Bunmahon village performance using individual Key Performance 
Indicators grouped into seven themes:  

• Locality  
• Accessibility  
• Local Services  
• Activities and Events  
• Development Capacity  
• Tourism and Visitor Profile  
• Place and Quality Impression   

 

2.2 Quantitative and Qualitative Data 

The data captured from the Local Audit as well as CSO 2016 information was built upon using a Local 

Place Evaluation Tool to self assess the Village on a number of fronts.  The Local Place Evaluation 

exercise was undertaken at the Community Engagement workshop to determine the strengths and 

assets of the Village and to indicate areas in which action may be taken.  The Local Place Standard 

Tool is a Scottish model used to evaluate the quality of a place and identify priorities consisting of a 

set of questions which cover both the physical and social elements of a place. The outcome of the 

exercise is plotted on a compass diagram which provides a place rating and focus for attention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Figure 3 Local Place Standard 
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2.3 Community Engagement Workshop 

A consultative community workshop was also organised as part of this project. This participatory 

evening workshop gave key stakeholders the opportunity to actively discuss, engage and share their 

thoughts and aspirations on the future vision for Bunmahon allowing ideas and key priorities to be 

identified for action.   

As part of the approach, an honest self-assessment regarding the Village function and hierarchy and 

dependency on nearby settlements and on the Copper Coast as a collective entity was also explored. 

Whilst towns and villages have their own unique function, they also have a relative interdependency, 

independence or dependency on other towns or villages. The interpretation of all gathered data 

helped explain the way in which towns and villages were inter-related and relied on each other for 

different facilities and services.     
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3.0 Case Studies  

3.1 Comparative   Analysis 

As part of Health Check Approach, a comparative analysis of other villages was conducted which 

were similar in size, function and shared similar assets and identified as vibrant settlements.  Such a 

review informed the development of recommendations and provided a strong evidence base as 

to the type of projects which would be viable and achievable in a small Village such as 

Bunmahon. Two successful case study examples were selected for comparative analysis 

purposes: Easkey, Co. Clare and Porthtowan, Cornwall, UK. The analysis of each case study is 

synopsised below – 

Porthtowan, Cornwall, UK     Easkey, Co. Sligo 
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Easkey is a coastal village in Sligo, 26 miles south 

of Sligo town and the area is known as a tourist 

destination due to its beach being an adventurous 

paradise for surfers. The rocky cliffs before the coast 

break the waves and shape them perfectly for surfing 

and the area is recognised internationally as one of the 

most popular surfing destinations in Ireland. Surfing 

takes place in Easkey all year round. 

Easkey, like many villages in rural Ireland, suffered as a 

result of the downturn in the economy, but the village  

responded by setting up a Community Council which has 

tirelessly  worked towards the development of a new 

Community Centre, a heritage centre, enterprise units 

and most recently a  caravan park for the local area.  The 

Easkey Community Council is a limited company with a 

board of 15 directors and their efforts has resulted in 

the National Headquarters for the Irish Surfing 

Association being located in the village.  Whilst a Meals 

on Wheels service, a Community Gym and access 

footpath along the Easkey River have also been projects 

delivered locally.   

The Caravan park situated on the Wild Atlantic Way has 

seen the biggest impact, particularly given the old 

caravan park area closed and the site converted into a 

housing estate resulting in little people visiting and 

staying in the area.   A high quality cafe/bakery is the 

latest in a series of local ventures reviving the fortunes 

of the small village.   

 

Porthtowan is a small coastal village located on the North 

coast of Cornwall and has a Blue Flag beach consisting of 

wide soft white sands and dunes.    

A spectacular coastal path around Porthtowan with 

striking views of the abandoned engine houses that are a 

legacy of the area's rich tin and copper  mining history  

reveal striking similarities to Bunmahon on the Copper 

Coast –it is also a designated World Heritage Mining area.  

Located within a designated Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, the Blue Flag award winning beach is one of 

Cornwall’s most popular surfing beaches.   

Porthtowan has a strong sense of community with a 

vibrant local community partnership who care 

passionately about the beach area.   A dedicated website 

to communicate with visitors and locals to showcase 

what the village has to offer is but one of the initiatives 

taken on by the group.  The village has as a result some 

innovative offerings with a farm shop, cafes, surf school 

and 2 bars all working together to bundle a “Porthowan” 

offering to the visitor.   

The group are involved in projects such as sand dune 

restoration, beach disability access as well as the ongoing 

work in maintaining its blue flag status.  The village has 

seen some of the old engine houses converted for 

residential/holiday home use and a series of heritage 

mining walks in the greater area are further efforts made 

by the local community in attracting visitors to the North 

coast of Cornwall. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Sligo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sligo
http://www.easkey.ie/CommunityCentre.html
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3.2 Key Lessons  

The case studies analysed, emphasise the importance of the following key insights from which 

the community of Bunmahon can build upon to create informed ideas relevant to their own 

opportunities: 

 

• Marketing and promotion is important to create awareness of a village and its assets 

• Village interdependency with relevant and significant neighbours/networks can have a 

positive impact and provide a basis for collaborative projects e.g Copper Coast 

• Celebration and Conservation of natural assets are not mutually exclusive e.g Blue Flag 

• Remains of a place’s past  can act as a powerful stimulus for development 

• Development of coastal  amenity adds value to a village and can motivate rural 

enterprise and tourism development e.g surfing/caving 

• Connectivity to nearby towns/amenities/recreation or tourism destinations are key 

drivers to any local development e.g coastal cliff paths 

• Conservation of the built and natural heritage can be a catalyst for tourism product 

development – particularly so with regard to industrial heritage 

• The historic environment of an area reinforces the identity and sense of place of 

communities. 

• Having accommodation offerings is a key factor in destination planning. 

• A focused facility to celebrate local heritage or natural assets provides opportunities for 

socialising and learning and a visitor attraction  e.g surf centre, café etc 

• Creation of a mix of recreational opportunities can encourage year-round visitor 

numbers to an area. 

• Harnessing the natural environment potential for local tourism development and rural 

enterprise is a must for villages to survive  
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4.0 Study Analysis 

A number of steps to get a better understanding of Bunmahon was undertaken as part of the Health 
Check approach and included site visits to familiarise with the settlement and also to enable a local 
auditing exercise and land use analysis through a devised data capture App to be undertaken.  
Background research and analysis of the Census 2016 data was also interpreted and a self-evaluation 
of the village from its own community was provided at a community engagement which helped draft 
the Village Plan.   

 

4.1 Site Visits 

A number of site visits were conducted to garner valuable insights into Bunmahon village in 

terms of its functionality, visual appearance and overall presentation, retail/visitor offering etc.  

These visits laid the foundation for the local place audit and local place evaluation to be carried out 

and involved day-time and evening-time visits to assess the natural and built environment on 

approaches and within the village itself.   

 

4.1.1 Local Place Audit 

The Town or Village audit carried out as part of the study analysis is based on a Scottish model to 

measure the economic diversity and social value of town centres whilst also providing a common 

framework to measure and monitor the performance of towns using a series of Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs). It is designed to help collate locally available data to complement National Census 

data and other local datasets in order to help communities better understand the function of the 

towns/villages they live and work in. This data will aid communities who are seeking to improve their 

towns/villages and will allow the progress of actions to be measured. Users can also compare and 

contrast their town/village with others providing useful insights into the strengths and weaknesses of 

each place and how these relate to other towns. The Audit assesses the Town/Village under 7 key 

themes: 

 

 Locality Data KPIs 

 Accessibility KPIs 

 Local Services KPIs 

 Activity & Event KPIs 

 Development Capacity KPIs 

 Tourism/Visitor Profile KPIs 

 Place/Quality Impression KPIs 
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Summary of findings 

Locality Data 

The locality data gathered is a mix of CSO 2016 results for the Knockmahon ED which takes in the village 

and also observed audit data at time of capture regarding levels of housing and commercial activity as 

well as heritage assets.  The results reflect the local service centre settlement status with the land use 

survey revealing significant vacant residential properties outside the village and some commercial 

properties within the village.   The village has, like many other rural settlements, a lower level of working 

age population (20-45 years) in comparison to the other age categories which impacts on rural 

enterprise potential and age dependency ratios.  The complete audit findings can be seen in Appendix 1. 
 

Accessibility Data 

This data captured the connectivity of the location and examined public transport provision, road 

connectivity to more significant settlements and infrastructure and parking provision and digital 

access.  Bunmahon is close to Waterford City but it’s rurality is demonstrated through poor transport 

links.  Parking is identified as adequate for village and amenity/beach use but not for the Geopark.  
 

Local Services Data 

The village has a poor level of provision of local services given the population base with a school and 

pub in existence – a local playground, a surf school and the beach itself provides a connection for  

smaller/more rural nearby settlements which helps the sustainability of the village.  The Geopark 

Centre provides the most significant activity within Bunmahon. 
 

Activity & Event Data 

The Geopark Centre hosts a number of annual events that celebrate the local industrial heritage, 

geological and biodiversity aspects of the Copper Coast area and have an annual festival with a wide 

range of activities that reflects a very strong community and social network.  This theme also 

measures the level of cultural/sports capital within the community – the local GAA club and an the 

“Art Hand” are important institutions for the local community and different groups using the 

Geopark Centre for their gatherings further reveal a strong sense of community.   
 

Development Capacity Data 

This measure looks at land use and vacancy and the capacity of local community structures within 

the village.  These issues are also captured within the Local Place Evaluation.    
 

Tourism  Data  
The village has a caravan park and 2 other accommodation options- a significant number of holiday 

homes were revealed in the land use survey with a number of old/vacant properties that are within a 

2km limit of the village.   The Tidy Towns and Geopark community keep locals aware of issues though 

it also promotes the local area with a focus on tourism/promotion.   
 

Impressions Data 
This measure looks at general presentation– the village appearance is well maintained mainly owing 

to the work of the Tidy Towns committee though the vacant commercial premises and some 

identified tired looking areas are a concern and this is also captured within the Local Place 

Evaluation.  
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4.1.2 Local Place Evaluation 

The Local Place Standard Tool is a Scottish model used to evaluate the quality of a place and identify 

priorities consisting of a set of questions which cover both the physical and social elements of a 

place.  Whilst it was modified to fit into an Irish Town/Village context, the premise is the same with 

questions or prompts that are presented to the local community to generate discussion regarding 

specific physical or social elements relevant to the village.  Each of the category areas is scored and 

an average rating is agreed and plotted on a compass diagram and all rating plots are joined to result 

in an easy to understand matrix that shows at a glance the areas where a place is performing well 

and where there is room for improvement.  The Place Evaluation tool was used as part of the 

Community Engagement workshop to determine the strengths and assets of the Village and to 

indicate areas in which action may be taken.  See below agreed Local Place Evaluation results 

including matrix and commentary from the Bunmahon workshop attendees. 
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Accessibility and Transport 

● It is easy to walk around the village though footpaths are not connected and need to be improved.  
● Cycling in and around village is dangerous with no lanes/path 
● With poor regular public transport, bus shelter infrastructure would enable greater uptake in existing 

Local Link Services – shelter could serve as school pick-up as well.    
● Promotion and awareness of Local Link would enable greater usage  
● Street Lighting is poor 

Score 3/7 

Work and local economy. 

● Little opportunity to work in Bunmahon, unless you own your own business 
● Enterprise Spaces needed to allow people live and work in local community 
● Lack of facilities/amenities hinders local work/living lifestyle pattern e.g shop, cafe  
● Some businesses have been created e.g Bunmahon Joinery, Art Hand, Crowley Furniture 
● Little space for enterprise start-ups. 

Score 3/7 

 

Streets and Spaces 

 Heritage assets need to be upgraded/remediated e.g dispensary, doctor’s house 

 Some tired looking spaces along main street/playground area 

 Vacant derelict buildings are a blot on the village landscape yet could be huge asset e.g miner’s 
supervisors house 

 Village is not safely connected for pedestrian mobility and important that there is connection 
between Church; School; Geopark; Carpark and Village 

 Recent upgrades to boardwalk on the sand dunes and Tra na mBo have been positive 
Score 4/7 

 

Facilities and Amenities 

 No shop, services or meeting place is a major issue 

 Geopark is only resource of note 

 Recent improvements are positive for village 

 Need for public toilets to be opened on consistent and year-round basis   

 Vacant Premises should be reused for community/enterprise purposes 
Score 2/7 

Visitor Attractions 

 Great Tourism potential yet limited facilities/amenities from which to build upon 

 Availability of  visitor accommodation is an issue 

 Surfschool needs changing facilities and to be developed 

 Significant potential in windsurfing/coastal walkways/kayaking/caving/boat tour activities 

 Attractions need to be promoted and marketed in coherent way 

 Camper van and campsite facilities would significantly benefit visitor numbers 

 Shop/Cafe amenity would support visitor numbers 
Score 5/7 
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Natural and Built Environment 

 Potential for visitors to enjoy/avail of local environment is not being maximised 

 Built environment needs attention – e.g playground; upper beach carpark; derelict structures 

 Blue Flag status is important and needs to be attained and kept 

 Sewage issues are a major problem- need to consider Integrated Constructed Wetlands 
solution and could provide rich biodiversity amenity as a result 

 Parking for Geopark visitors needs urgent  attention 

 Coherent promotion and marketing of all resources including geological and heritage context 
to Bunmahon needs to be properly resourced  

Score 5/7 

 

Local Services 

 Need to work with surrounding villages/towns to enable services meet local requirements 
within whole Copper Coast area 

 Public transport service is poor yet need to maximise Local Link services and particularly with 
regard to access to Kilmacthomas Post Office  

 Connection to the Greenway is seen as  important 
Score 2/7 

 

Sense of Place 

 Strong Sense of Place- yet work to develop area is done by a few, need to spread workload and 
broaden participation of others to support village development 

 A gathering place is important 

 Great Young  community in area that needs to become more involved 
Score 5/7 
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4.1.3 SWOT Analysis 

STRENGTHS 

● Geopark UNESCO status 
● Scenic views and excellent beaches 
● Centrality of village on Copper Coast 
● Geopark Centre in village 
● Tankardstown 
● Surfing location 
● Beach with Lifeguards in summer 
● Tidy Towns Committee 
● A magnificent industrial heritage 
● Strong sense of place 
● Strong Tidy Towns Group 
● Boardwalk and scenic walks 
● Rich Geological story to tell 
● Rich Biodiversity 

WEAKNESSES 

● Lack of promotion of what village 
offers 

● No Shop or Cafe 
● Visual impact of derelict properties 
● Public lighting 
● Playground amenity looks tired 
● Concentration of Holiday homes 
● Pubs remaining open 
● Poor pedestrian connectivity 
● No place for Geopark visitors to park 
● Poor accessibility to Village re Public 

Transport 
● Seasonal basis of visitors 
● Public Toilets access 
● Sewage infrastructure at capacity 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

● Proximity to Waterford Greenway 
● Café/Tea Rooms and shop to attract day 

visitors/walkers 
● Waterbased Tourism/Recreation 
● Engine House as activity attraction 
● Campsite/Campervan facilities 
● Vacant property reuse as hostel 

accommodation 
● Derelict/vacant properties 
● Cooleen as resource for boats 
● Destination planning 
● Housing for Elderly project 
● Geological Educational programmes  
● Diverse accommodation options for tourists  
● Coastal Cliff walk connectivity with villages 
● Mineshafts as a tourism asset 
● Surfing hub  
● Package Bunmahon attributes as collective 

THREATS 

● Concentration of Holiday homes 
● Industrial heritage elements lost to 

erosion/time 
● Sewage issue not dealt with  
● Inaccessibility for buses to park at 

Geopark 
● Geopark losing UNESCO status 
● Funding opportunities lost owing to 

lack of focus on Tankardstown 
● Vacant properties  
● Narrow participation base of local 

community 
● Existing Transport services reduced / 

lost 
● Turning back on Geopark 
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4.2  Quantitative Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population Pyramid – Knockmahon Electoral Division and breakdown of Population by age and sex - CSO2016 

Full CSO 2016 data for the settlement can be found in Appendix 2 
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Land Use Survey Results – Residential and Commercial 
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4.3 Community Engagement Workshop  

A community engagement workshop was held in May 2019 with good representation from the various 

community groups and structures.  The participatory workshop was developed to give key 

stakeholders the opportunity to discuss, engage and share their thoughts and aspirations on the future 

vision for Bunmahon.  The collation of data from CSO 2016, results from the Local Place Audit and 

Local Place Evaluation exercises were all presented to the attendees and helped generate a positive 

dialogue allowing ideas and key priorities to be identified.  An agreed approach to help shape the 

discussions involved concentrating on the village’s opportunities and how they could be turned into 

actions.  The following summarises the discussion and focus of the workshop: 

Tourism Opportunity Area – Industrial Heritage & Geology 

The connection to the UNESCO status Copper Coast Geopark seemed to be a significant underlying 

principle informing any decision making regarding the future for the Bunmahon community.  Whilst 

much was made of the rich Industrial mining heritage of the village, there was a strong awareness that 

more could be done to celebrate the recording and promotion of the industrial past as part of an 

overall modern place destination marketing approach.  There was a general feeling that the village 

should not turn its back on what is its greatest asset – the Geopark and UNESCO status was significant.  

As identified in the comparative location of Porthtowan - the local assets were sensitively exploited for 

the sustainable development of the settlement and this concept was a strong sentiment at the 

engagement session.  The potential for industrial heritage trails was highlighted as a possible initiative 

worthy of attention.  However, it was the potential of the Engine House and Tankardstown  in general 

that drew greatest attention and the need to fully explore its potential as an activity based interpretive 

concept to capture the geological, mining and adventure aspects for visitors.    

 

Copper Coast Community Collaboration – shared objectives 

Even though a high level of social capital was evident within the Bunmahon community, there was a 

recognition that the area could not work in isolation.  Accessing essential services in nearby villages 

required improved collaboration with other settlements to look at transport opportunities.  More 

importantly, the acknowledgement that settlements had to work together under the Copper Coast 

umbrella to develop any form of critical mass in regards to destination planning or sustainable rural 

regeneration was a clear consistent message from the attendees.  The Copper Coast Opportunity Study 

undertaken by Prescience Ltd might assist in this regard and enable such collaborative thinking.   
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Copper Coast Geopark – sustainable resource 

The UNESCO status and holding onto it was outlined as crucial for the sustainability of the Geopark.  A 

desire to grow activity at the Centre in terms of its range and nature of geological educational offerings 

was explored with residential programmes being identified as having potential with a community 

economic spin-off with regard to accommodation/services.  The engagement highlighted the need for 

the Centre to provide year-round activity, particularly for the local community given the dearth of 

community facilities.  The lack of adequate parking facilities at the Centre generated good discussion 

and was seen as a pressing requirement.  

 

Tourism Opportunity - Coastal Path Connectivity  

A further theme emanating from the workshop identified as a key opportunity was the importance of 

strategic Coastal Path connectivity for Bunmahon.  The notion of capitalising on the village’s coastal 

location towards strategic neighbours and assets were issues that the workshop felt provided a basis 

for future projects.  Specifically, the concept of connecting coastal settlements including Annestown 

and Stradbally, the adjoining beaches and in particular connecting to the Waterford Greenway were 

outlined and an Earthroute research study commissioned by Waterford City & County Council 

supported such thinking.  The engagement highlighted the need to celebrate the diverse range of trails 

that could traverse and wrap around Bunmahon with mining heritage, biodiversity and geological 

themes all being mentioned.  The verdict by the attendees at the engagement was that the Bunmahon 

Community had trail products that had significant potential and that with an integrated Copper Coast 

based approach to their development – much could be achieved.   

 

Natural Environment – Beaches & Biodiversity  

Much in the same vein as the previous theme, the idea of celebrating the natural coastal environment 

and the tourism potential if properly considered was again highlighted with a repeated recommendation 

to work collectively on a Copper Coast basis.  Achieving Blue Flag status for Bunmahon beach was a key 

factor in attempting to achieve anything for the seaside village and there was good discussion around 

possible solutions to address water quality issues which impacted blue flag accreditation and an 

acknowledgement that it was a strong priority in any regeneration effort for the village.  The Geopark 

was commended for holding extremely informative biodiversity walks and talks annually and that this 

area had far greater potential to be done on a consistent basis to provide yet another aspect or hook to 

attract visitors to the area.  The coastal environment and its study provides diverse experiences that can 

attract the culturally curious visitor whether it be with regard to sand dunes, coastal habitats etc  and it 

was agreed that there  were strong foundations with which to build on within this theme.   
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Village Infrastructure & Public Realm 

The engagements and data gathering revealed a strong sense of pride with how the village looks and 

in particular of its rich industrial heritage base.  Certain deficiencies though were highlighted that 

limited the ability of Bunmahon to progress.  Whilst the need for consistent water quality (Blue Flag 

status) for the beach had already been identified, the threat posed by sewage outfall to the Mahon 

river from the village and run off from land east of the bathing area into the river remained 

significant concerns for the village and the engagement explored ways of minimising the risk posed 

to its most important asset. Improvements to public lighting and footpaths were also outlined as was 

the lack of adequate parking at the Geopark.  The overall look of the village was acknowledged as 

being good, mainly due to the work of the Tidy Towns Committee but some identified areas required 

attention where derelict buildings were prevalent or amenities had become “tired looking” e.g 

Playground area.   The delivery of improvements to a village public realm takes time and is best 

approached in incremental steps.  The engagement accepted that much had already been achieved 

with regard to recent projects in the village such as the boardwalk and connectivity to Tra na mBo.   

 

Community Resources – Shop/Cafe/Accommodation 

An interesting aspect to the engagement was the impact that the closing of the pub due to fire 

damage, had on the social and economic life of the village - though the building was being 

redeveloped; it revealed an overall concern regarding the lack of opportunity for local people to meet 

and convene socially.  There was also a strong message acknowledging that the village did not have a 

café or shop or both combined and it was proposed by many of the attendees as something that 

would work in the village and help attract or keep visitors in the area.   

Similarly, the high number of vacant properties in and surrounding the village were identified as a 

resource or opportunity rather than problem and particularly if some were converted for holiday 

accommodation or for local families.  Potential Sites within the village were also identified for a small 

supported housing scheme for the elderly that could free up houses for local people within the 

community.  

The selection of an appropriate location(s) for such facilities is something that would merit some 

further work with the community and Waterford City & County Council to ensure that any village 

infrastructure proposed would be plan led, fit for purpose and meet local need. 
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5.0 Opportunity Areas 

5.1 Overview 

This section of the report identifies the opportunity areas and provides recommendations for 

action that can be realistically achieved within the short, medium and long term. The 

recommendations are evidence-based and originate from the health check exercise.  More 

importantly, actions are only recommended that are realistic, achievable and have an appropriate 

funding mechanism(s) attributed to their delivery.  These opportunity areas should contribute to the 

enhancement of Bunmahon village and the surrounding hinterland.  

This study has devised 6 no. opportunity areas which are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A detailed insight into each opportunity area, its associated proposed actions, any appropriate compliance 

requirements to be overcome and subsequent implementation is set out below.  
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No. OPPORTUNITY AREA TIMEFRAME 

1 
‘Copper Coast Collaboration` 

SHORT – TERM 

2 ‘Opportunity Areas- Appraisal` MEDIUM – TERM 

3 ‘Copper Coast Geopark Developments` 

 

MEDIUM – TERM 

4 ‘Coastal Path Connectivity` MEDIUM – TERM 

5 ‘Bunmahon – Public Realm Works` MEDIUM – TERM 

6 ‘Tankardstown & Village Infrastructure Development` LONG – TERM 



 

Bunmahon   Health Check 

 

5.2 Opportunity Area 1 

 

 

 

Opportunity Area 1 

 

Copper Coast Collaboration 

 

Timeframe: Short - Term 

 

Description: Bunmahon is a Local Service Centre under the current Development Plan yet is 

limited in the range of services it provides to the local community.  The engagement reflected 

a strong acknowledgement that the area could not work in isolation and that accessing 

essential services in nearby villages/towns was important.  This required improved 

collaboration with other settlements regarding transport opportunities and also to work 

together under the Copper Coast umbrella to develop any form of critical mass in future 

activity.   

 

Proposed Action: There are a number of actions proposed as part of this project. 

Initial tasks include participation in a Rural Transport Needs Assessment to explore 

transport possibilities and develop actions from same whilst also taking on board the 

recommendations from the Copper Coast Opportunity Study completed in 2019 regarding 

settlements working together under the Copper Coast umbrella to develop any form of 

critical mass in regards to sustainable rural regeneration. 

 

Implementation: It is anticipated that delivery on this opportunity area, g i v e n  t h a t  

i t ’ s  e x p l o r i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  o p t i o n s ,  could take 1-2 years to develop 

tangible outcomes.  The Rural Transport Opportunity Study could be funded through 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme funding with Local Link providing prioritised services 

arising from the study.  Collaboration of communities arising from the Copper Coast Study 

should give licence to innovative “Copper Coast” submissions being put forward to the 

diverse range of funding mechanisms available to rural communities.   
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5.3 Opportunity Area 2 

 

 

 

Opportunity Area 2 

 

Opportunity Areas Appraisal 

 

Timeframe: Medium - Term 

 

Description: The notion of capitalising on Bunmahon’s assets and in particular its coastal 

location and its geological and industrial mining heritage is understandable and central to any 

rural regeneration effort of the village.  The Engine House as an interpretive 

adventure/heritage/geological attraction is something that requires real consideration.  Strong 

interest also exists with regard to addressing water quality and sewage treatment and public 

realm improvements to the village and coastal path connectivity - proper appraisal and 

supporting technical documentation therefore is required to progress any of the developments. 

 

Proposed Action: This opportunity seeks to establish the feasibility of the Engine House 

attraction concept through an appropriate study and if feasible to seek investment towards the 

necessary project development costs (technical, procurement etc. ) to deliver on this project.  

Project Development elements addressing water quality, coastal path connectivity and public 

realm improvements would also be part of the overall proposal.  An application to the Rural 

Regeneration Development Fund (Category 2) would be required to provide such investment.    

 

 

Implementation: It is anticipated that a project of this scale and nature could be achieved 

within a 2 -3 year time period and the initial feasibility study could be resourced through 

LEADER Local Objective 1 funding with particular focus on tourism/activity tourism as a Rural 

Economic driver. The Rural Regeneration Development Fund (Category 2) Application is 

dependent on relevant calls by the Department of Rural & Community Development and 

liaison with Waterford LEADER Partnership and Waterford City & County Council would be 

key to the progression of this project.    
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5.4 Opportunity Area 3 

 

 

 

Opportunity Area 3 

    Copper Coast Geopark Developments 

 

Timeframe: Medium - Term 

 

Description: The UNESCO status is outlined as crucial for the sustainability of the Geopark 

Centre at Bunmahon.  A desire to grow activity at the Centre in terms of its range and nature 

of geological educational offerings and local community gathering opportunities is something 

solely for the Geopark itself to progress.  However, the lack of adequate parking facilities at 

the Centre is seen as a pressing requirement and would need to be addressed to grow any 

such additional activity. 

 

 

Proposed Action: Within this opportunity, an examination of all suitable locations to 

accommodate the required parking provision (within the existing Geocentre holding or 

adjacent land parcels) needs to be assessed and acquired if not within the Geocentre property 

holding through purchase/lease. The Project Development documentation including relevant 

planning permissions and design/technical works would need to be progressed in conjunction 

with the Municipal District Engineer.  As part of this process, the project would determine the 

number of car/bus parking spaces and meet all relevant road safety requirements.  

 

 

Implementation: It is anticipated that a project of this nature could be completed 

within a 1-3 year timeframe and can be delivered through Waterford City & County 

Council and relevant schemes e.g LIS, Town & Village Renewal Scheme, ORIS 

 

 

 

24 



Bunmahon   Health Check 

 

5.5 Opportunity Area 4 

 

 

Opportunity Area 4 

 

Coastal Path Connectivity  

 

      Timeframe: Medium - Term 

 

Description: The notion of capitalising on the village’s coastal location towards strategic 

neighbours and specifically, connecting coastal settlements including Annestown and Stradbally, 

the adjoining beaches and in particular connecting to the Waterford Greenway are seen as 

important developments.  There are other interesting options of thematic trails that could 

traverse and wrap around Bunmahon that include mining heritage, biodiversity and geological 

themes.  The verdict at the engagement was that Bunmahon has trail products that have 

significant potential but careful consideration would need to be given to how they could be 

developed whilst there would also be a number of compliance requirements and 

permissions to be overcome.  

 

Proposed Action: This opportunity area seeks to build on the momentum created by the 

Tra na mBo and boardwalk projects and other coastal path projects undertaken in the 

County. The coastal path connectivity project would need a planned approach to establish 

what trail routes would be optimal and the phasing of same.  The Earthroute report 

should greatly inform priorities for attention.  Early liaison with the Trails Office, 

Heritage Offices and Comeragh Engineers Office of Waterford City & County Council 

would then be required given the environmental and heritage context to many of the 

trail proposals.    Compliance and permissions such as AA Screening, NPWS consent, 

Ecological Impact Assessment Reports and Planning permission may be required and 

landowners permission re access would also be a necessary requirement.   

 

Implementation: It is anticipated that this project g i v e n  t h a t  i t ’ s  e x p l o r i n g  

a  n u m b e r  o f  o p t i o n s  could take 2-4 years to develop.  Phasing and developing 

different trail segments could be delivered over this time period and  funding could be 

sourced from the different measures under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme if 

routes complied with all permissions and requirements.  This scheme is administered by 

Waterford City & County Council on behalf of the Department of Rural & Community 

Development.    Trail maintenance by the local community is a condition for such funding 

and all trails developed should comply with National Trails Office standards.   
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5.6 Opportunity Area 5 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity Area 5 

     Bunmahon – Public Realm Works 

 

    Timeframe: Medium - Term 

 

Description: This is an opportunity area that will be ongoing and will be a longer 

term project in nature with incremental improvements being achieved from 

Municipal Engineering budgets from Waterford City & County Council as well as 

development opportunities as they arise with regard to community infrastructure 

and public realm upgrades to identified areas that were causing concern .    

 

 

Proposed Action: The opportunity area will seek to explore ongoing Village Improvements 

particularly at identified locations requiring attention.   Careful consideration will need to be 

given to ensure that early engagement with the local community is undertaken with regard 

to any infrastructural development e.g café/campsite etc.; so as to build consensus and 

achieve the necessary permissions/compliance requirements. 

 

Implementation: It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  a  t i m e f r a m e  to this project b u t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o u l d  be implemented within a 2-4 year timeframe. 

Funding through LEADER or the Town & Village Renewal Scheme could help deliver 

community infrastructure though local contribution co-funding is required for both 

schemes.   Annual Budgets from the Metropolitan Municipal Engineer will also 

contribute to small-scale prioritised village public realm  improvement works. 
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5.7 Opportunity Area 6 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity Area 6 

 

Tankardstown & Village Infrastructure Development 

 

      Timeframe: Long - Term 

 

Description: This is an opportunity area that relies on Opportunity Area 2 

becoming realised and an overall Village/Area Regeneration Masterplan being 

submitted for funding consideration under the Rural Regeneration Development 

Fund Scheme (Category 1).      

 

 

Proposed Action: The opportunity area would seek to develop the Tankardstown Engine 

House visitor attraction concept along with a number of other projects as part of a suite of 

actions that collectively could make a significant difference to the village and hinterland, 

including:  

1. Solution to address water quality and ensuring beach blue flag status.  
2. Explore housing project to address vacancy and provide older person units as part of 

overall housing plan for area 
3.  Coastal path connectivity works not accommodated under Opportunity Area 4  
4. Explore Village Infrastructure improvements that would make sustainable difference 

to village e.g shop or café;  

 

 

 

Implementation: It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  a  t i m e f r a m e  to this project b u t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o u l d  be implemented within a 2-4 year timeframe. 

Funding for this overall masterplan concept would need to come from the Rural 

Regeneration Development Fund Scheme (Category 1) though local contribution 

co-funding is required for this fund.   
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APPENDIX 1 

 

 

LOCAL PLACE AUDIT 

 

LOCAL PLACE STANDARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   
 

KPI 7: Place/Quality Impressions 

Cleanliness 

General Presentation (0=poor, 10=very good) 5 

Amount of litter present (0 = lots, 10 = none) 5 

Pedestrian/Cycle Friendliness 

Traffic speed at key crossing points (0 = v. unsafe, 10 = v. safe) 4 

Are pedestrian footways sufficient/appropriate/safe (0 = def not, 10 = def yes) 6 

Pavements and Streets 

Are Streets/Pavements Cluttered or Clear?   (0 = def not, 10 = def yes) 6 

Ease of Navigation/ Appropriate Signage (foot, cycle, cars)  (0 = v.difficult, 10 = v.easy) 6 

Are there flower displays/hanging baskets (0 = none, 10 = lots) 4 

Furniture 

How many seats/resting places? (0 = none, 10 = lots) 5 

Safety and Security 

Is street lighting white or sodium? (0 = all sodium, 10 = all white) 0 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Place 

Standard 

 

 

 
Rural Economic Development 



Place Standard 

The Place Standard is a tool to evaluate the quality of a place and can also help users to identify their 

priorities. The tool is simple and free to use. It consists of a set of questions which cover both the 

physical and social elements of a place. Prompts are provided to help users answer the questions. 

When all questions have been completed, the results are shown in a simple diagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Place is important 

Research shows that the places where we spend our time have an important impact on our lives. 

The way a place looks, functions and feels can influence our health and wellbeing, and the 

opportunities we have access to. Improving the quality of places can help to tackle inequalities. 

Understanding the existing and potential strengths of a place can inform good decision making, 

allowing resources to be targeted to where they are most needed. This approach can deliver better 

results over the long term. The tool can also support the design and delivery of successful places, 

creating quality development where people want to live. 

Area 

The tool allows different sizes and types of places to be assessed. This can include whole towns or 

villages in urban or rural locations. The tool can be used to assess existing places as well as places 

that are still being planned. Whatever the place, the area to be evaluated should be agreed in 

advance by those involved.

 



How to Use 

You can either complete the tool on paper at an event or it can be done online. 

• Record who you are, noting if you are an individual or representing a group, and agree the 
area you are going to assess. 

• Answer each question by recording a rating on a scale from 1 to 7. Some prompts are 
provided as a starting point for discussion. The rating should be agreed amongst the group 
carrying out the assessment. Space is provided to record the reasons for your answers. 

• When you have answered all the questions, plot each rating on the ‘compass diagram’. In 
this example (below) the “visitor attractions” question was rated as ‘2’. The next question, 
’natural & built environment’, was rated a “7”. A line should be drawn between each point. 

• After completing the diagram, you can reflect on the results by agreeing priorities and 
actions. Space is provided for you to list the main issues. 

 

Output 

The diagram that is produced is easy to understand. It shows at a glance the areas where a place is 

performing well and where there is room for improvement. Where a place has been assessed as 

good, the shape will be fuller, reaching towards the edge of the circle (in the example below: 

’natural & built environment). Where it is viewed as performing poorly the shape will be smaller, 

remaining towards the centre (eg: visitor attractions).



There is no benchmark or minimum standard. The tool is used to determine the strengths and assets 

of a place and to indicate areas in which action may be taken. 

 

 

When to use 

The place standard tool can help you to achieve a number of aims. Communities can use the tool to 

assess what works about their place and where it needs to improve. This may be part of a wider 

discussion about the regeneration of an area, or it might be to inform a new place or development 

which is planned nearby. 

Local authorities and Local Development Companies can use the tool to help plan their activities and 

prioritise appropriate action and create good places where people want to live. 

 

 

What happens next 

The place standard tool is part of a process, not the end of a process. In considering what you do 

next, you should think about opportunities to develop and build upon the conversations and 

relationships the tool has initiated. 

The method allows assessment to be consistent and comparable over time to see if improvement 

has been made. In order to get the most out the tool you will want to record the qualities of the 

place and the reasons for your rating. This will be useful for people to set the ambition for their 

place.



Accessibility & Transport 

The design and layout of a place can encourage walking and cycling by providing pleasant and safe 

routes that connect people to where they want to go. Access to a reliable and well-connected public 

transport service is also important for communities in any place. 

Now consider the question: 

Can I easily walk and cycle around the town/village and does public transport meet my 

needs? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

You might want to think about the following: 

• Do routes provide obvious and direct links with the places that people want to go, such as 
schools, shops, services and public transport? 

• Are routes of good quality, in an attractive environment and pleasant to use? 

• Do routes feel safe to use all year round and at different times of the day? 

• Are public transport services frequent and reliable? Do they take people to the places they 
need to go? 

• Is public transport accessible for all regardless of age, mobility or disability? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Work & Local Economy 

 

Good quality work can offer important benefits through the income, activity, social networks and 

sense of identity and satisfaction that it can bring. A thriving local economy can provide work 

opportunities and help create lively and attractive places where people want to spend time. 

Now consider the question: 

Is there an active local economy and the opportunity to access work? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Is there an active local economy that helps to create a thriving place? 

• Are there job opportunities that are available and accessible to local people? 

• Are effective services that help people to find and keep work available locally? 

• Are there opportunities for people to gain skills for work such as education, training and 
volunteering? 

• Are there opportunities and spaces for local businesses to start up and grow? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Streets & Spaces 

Buildings, landmarks, greenery, views and natural landscape can all help to create an attractive, 
distinctive place that people enjoy being in. These features can also help people to find their way 
around. 

Now consider the question: 

 

Do buildings, streets and public spaces create an attractive place that is easy to get around? 

 

 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Are there positive features such as local landmarks, historic buildings, public squares or 
natural features that make the place feel distinctive? 

• Are there distinctive features and routes that help you to find your way around? 

• Do buildings, features and public spaces look interesting and attractive? 

• Are there negative features such as derelict buildings or vacant land? Does the design of 
the area help to lessen their impact? 

• Is the experience of the place positive both day and night and in different seasons or 
weather conditions? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Facilities & Amenities 

Facilities and amenities are the things that we need to live and enjoy life; this can include local 

shops, schools, services, libraries, GPs and places to eat, drink and meet friends. Access to good 

quality facilities and amenities is important in supporting people to lead healthy, fulfilling lives. 

Now consider the question: 

Do facilities and amenities meet my needs? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

 

 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Is there a range of facilities and amenities available to meet a variety of different needs? 

• Do the available facilities and amenities help to support a healthy lifestyle? 

• Are they within a reasonable distance and easily accessible by walking, cycling or public 
transport? 

• Are facilities and amenities good quality and well maintained? 

• Are the available facilities and amenities being used to their full potential? Will they 
continue to meet people’s needs in the future? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Visitor Attractions 

 

 

Visitor attractions, whether free or fee-paying, are an important part of the allure to visitors and add 
to the positive experience enjoyed by tourists. Tourist attractions can contribute to local economies, 
provide employment and stimulate infrastructure investment. 

Now consider the question: 

Are there attractions to entice visitors to the town/village? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Is there a range of attractions and amenities available to meet a variety of visitor’s needs? 

• Is there an adequate suite of facilities available to support visitor attractions? 

• Are attractions within a reasonable distance and easily accessible by walking, cycling or 
public transport? 

• Is there a good supply of accommodation options? 

• Are the visitor attractions promoted and marketed to best effect? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Natural & Built Environment 

The natural and built environment within a town/village or its hinterland can have a variety of 

meanings and can include items such as monuments, archaeological objects, heritage objects, 

architectural heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife habitats, landscape, seascapes, geology, heritage gardens 

and parks and inland waterways. The protection and enhancement of these assets help safeguard 

the local character and distinctiveness of towns/villages and its environs, providing local economic, 

social and environmental benefits. 

Now consider the question: 

Does the Town/village conserve its natural, built and cultural heritage whilst maximising its 

economic potential? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Is there a range of natural and built environment assets within the area and are they 
recorded? 

• Are there adequate conservation measures in place to maintain/enhance the natural/built 
environment asset base? 

• Are heritage and amenity assets within a reasonable distance and easily accessible by 

walking, cycling or public transport? 

• Is there adequate signage/parking ? 

• Are the heritage assets promoted and marketed to best effect? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Local Services 

 

 

Understanding the town’s or village’s function is important as many towns and villages rely on each 

other for different facilities and services. Assessing the relationship with nearby towns/villages 

would prove useful to help shape how local services can be effectively delivered in the greater local 

area. 

Now consider the question: 

Are local services within the Town/village meeting local need and is there potential to link 

with other areas to enable more services to be provided? 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Is there a range of local services that cater for different ages and abilities located in the 
town/village or nearby? 

• Is there potential for service providers to share facilities to deliver their services? 

• Are local services if not within a reasonable distance easily accessible by public transport? 

• Is there adequate PR and awareness of the local services provided? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-

 



Sense of Place 

 

 

How people feel about a place can be influenced by many factors, including how the place looks; 

how other people view the place; and the place’s culture and history. Places with a positive identity, 

and where people feel they belong, can help to build strong communities. 

Now consider the question: 

Does this place have a strong identity and do I feel I belong? 

 

 

Next, rate your place on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 means there is a lot of room for improvement 

and 7 means there is very little room for improvement. Record your rating on the compass. 

Here are some things that you might want to think about as you consider your rating: 

• Do people perceive the place positively? 

• Do people feel connected to their neighbours and the community? 

• Are the things that make the “sense of place” of the town/village apparent and celebrated? 

• Are people positively engaged in their community? Are there groups and networks that 
help strengthen a sense of place? 

• If you wish, note why you rated your answer the way you did below:-
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