CLIMATE ACTION PROPOSAL
increasing the number of community gardens within urban areas

Community Gardens Ireland have been highlighting the benefits of community gardens and calling
for local authorities to provide more community gardens around Ireland. At the Spring Gathering
and Forum of Community Growers in March 2023, attendees unanimously backed calls for
legislation to require local authorities to provide allotments and community gardens where there is
demand locally.

Community Gardens Ireland’s “Let’s Get Growing” report presented in March 2022 to the Oireachtas
Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage also highlighted the low numbers of
allotments and community gardens in Ireland compared to other countries in Europe.

Dénal McCormack, Chairperson of Community Gardens Ireland said that “community-led initiatives
such as allotments and community gardens help as climate and biodiversity friendly actions, but
policies and legislation need to make it easier for communities to set them up in the first place.”

Recent reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change have highlighted how urban
agriculture initiatives like community gardens can help to improve urban food security, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, help as adaptation measures to climate change impacts, along with
improving biodiversity and strengthening associated ecosystem services.”

The Final Report from the Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity Loss also recently recommended that
“the State must ensure the expansion of community gardens and allotments through local authority
initiatives in conjunction with private landowners, in both urban and rural communities.”
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