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1.  Introduction  
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a description of the Pre-Draft Public Consultation process 
undertaken for the review of the Waterford City, Dungarvan Town and Waterford County Development 
Plans, and preparation of a new Waterford City and County Development Plan (CCDP) to come into 
effect in 2022.  
 
¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ {ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ YŜȅ LǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ 
sections and a number of Appendices. 
 
Section 1 of this report outlines the review process of the current CCDPs (as extended), 2013-2019, and 
2011-2017, respectively, and the Dungarvan Town Development Plan 2012-2018 (as extended), the 
ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
preparation of the new CCDP 2022-2028. This section also includes an overview of the consultation 
process carried out for the pre Draft stage of the Development Plan process, and describes the next 
steps in the process.  
 
Section 2: Consists of an analysis and summary of the issues raised during the public consultation 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ  
 
This report forms part of the statutory procedure for the preparation of the Waterford CCDP 2022, and 
is being submitted to the Elected Members of Waterford City and County Council on the 5th November 
2020 for their consideration on or before the 18th January 2021.  
 
Appendices are attached to this report as follows: 

¶ Appendix 1: Webinar Q & A Reports 

¶ Appendix 2: Policy Issues Rasied and Relevant Regional Policy Objective (RPO) 
¶ Appendix 3: List of Witten Submissions 

¶ Appendix 4:Liast of Prescribed Authorities and other Bodies consulted 

¶  
In accordance with Section 11 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 as amended (the Act), 
Waterford City and County Council gave notice on 20th July 2020 of its intention to commence the 
review of the existing CCDPs and Dungarvan Town Development Plan, and to prepare a new 
Development Plan (Appendix One).  
 
The review of the Plan will take two years and will conclude with the adoption of a new single, unitary 
CCDP 2022-2028.  
 

1.1 This Report in Context 
 

It is important to consider the principle role and function of the development plan when reading this 
report and the recommendations of the Chief Executive. To put the development plan in context, it is 
also worth noting that the Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2007 (DEHLG) state 
that the development plan utilises national and regional frameworks such as the NPF and RSES to inform 
and structure land use policies at the city or county level, which in turn provide a basis for day-to-day 
planning decisions. In this regard a good development plan should: 
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¶ Create a clear strategic framework for the proper planning and sustainable development of the 
area over the duration of the plan, consistent with longer- term planning and sustainable 
development aims, including those set out in the National Planning Framework (NPF) and 
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy (RSES).  

¶ Set out an over-arching vision for the development of the area to which the plan relates. 

¶ Give spatial expression to the economic, social and cultural aims of the County or City 
Development Strategy. 

¶ Be grounded in public and political consensus around the plaƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ 

¶ Provide a clear framework for public and private sector investment in infrastructure and in 
development in the area, having regard to both national and regional plans and policies. 

¶ Protect and enhance the amenities of the area. 

¶ Offer clear guidance to developers in framing development proposals and to the planning 
authority in assessing such proposals. 

¶ Establish a policy framework within which more detailed plans (such as Local Area Plans (LAPs) 
or plans for architectural conservation areas (ACAs)) can be drawn up for specific parts of the 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

¶ Be capable of implementation and monitoring. 
 
The development plan must therefore state a clear vision and clear investment and other priorities, 
provide a framework to enable implementation of its principle strategies, and provide a clear and 
consistent SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time) policy framework through which 
predictable decision-making can be assured. 

 

1.2 Statutory Context and Purpose of the CƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
 
Under Section 11(4) (a) of the Act, the Chief Executive as part of the Development Plan process, is 
required to prepare a report on the submissions and observations received to the initial public 
consultation process of the pre Draft Plan, not later than 16 weeks after giving notice that the 
Development Plan is to be reviewed. The report must be submitted to the Elected Members of the 
Planning Authority for their consideration by 9th November 2020.  
 
According to Section 11(4)(ōύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ  

¶ List the persons or bodies who made written submissions/observations, as well as any person or 
bodies consulted. (Appendix 3)  

¶ Summarise the issues raised in the written submissions and during the public consultation 
events.  The report however, shall not refer to a submission relating to a request or proposal for 
zoning of particular land for any purpose (See Section 1.7 of this report).  

¶ Give the opinion of the Chief Executive on the issues raised and recommendations, taking 
account of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the statutory 
obligations of any local authority in the area and any relevant policies or objectives of the 
Government or of any Minister of the Government. (Please refer to Section 2 of this report)  

¶ State the Chief Executive's recommendations on policies to be included in the Draft 
Development Plan. (Please refer to Section 2, Tables 1 & 2 and Appendix 2 of this report)  

¶ Summarise the issues raised and recommendations made by the relevant regional assembly and 
outline the recommendations of the Chief Executive in relation to the manner in which those 
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issues and recommendations should be addressed in the Draft development plan. (Please refer 
to Section 2 and Table 1 of this report)  

 
 

1.3 Legislative Background for the making of the CCDP:  
 
On 1st June 2014, Waterford City & County Council was established following the amalgamation of 
Waterford City Council and Waterford County Council. 

The three existing development plans within the amalgamated Council area, Waterford City 
Development Plan 2013 ς 2019, Waterford County Development Plan 2011 ς 2017, and the Dungarvan 
Town Development Plan 2012 ς 2018, consequently had their lifetime extended, as per Section 11A of 
the Act, and remain in effect until a new single, unitary Development Plan is prepared. 

Section 11B the Act requires Local Authorities which have been subject to amalgamation, in this instance 
Waterford City & County Council, to commence the preparation of a development plan for the 
amalgamated administrative area within 6 months of the making of the Regional Spatial & Economic 
Strategy. 

In accordance with Section 11 (1)(a) of the Act, the review of the existing Development Plans and 
preparation of a new Development Plan by the planning authority is required to be strategic in nature 
for the purposes of developing: 
  

(a) the objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area of the Development Plan, and  
(b) the core strategy, and  
(c) shall take account of the statutory obligations of any local authority in the area and any 
relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the 
Government.  
 

1.4 Overview of the Initial Notification and Public Consultation undertaken:  
 
The pre Draft consultation stage was undertaken from 20th July 2020 until 14th September 2020. A total 
of 284 No written submissions were received during the pre Draft consultation period. The opinions, 
views and ideas set out in the written submissions, and of those expressed and recorded at the public 
consultation events/ stakeholder meetings, were considered.  
 
Waterford City and County Council wishes to express its appreciation to all those who made 
submissions/observations and/or attended the online webinar/ information events.  
 
The consultation process comprised a number of elements:  
 

(a) Publicity and social media 
The statutory notice of the commencement of the review of the Waterford City, Waterford 
County and Dungarvan Town Development Plans was placed in the Waterford News and Star 
and Munster Express on the 14th July 2020, and the Dungarvan Leader and Dungarvan Observer 
on the 17th July 2020.   
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This notice announced that Waterford City and County Council was commencing the review of 
the existing statutory Development Plans within the administrative area of the Council, as noted 
above. The notice directed the public to material on a dedicated consultation website (portal), 
and advised of the duration of the formal consultation period.  
 
The review of the Waterford City, Dungarvan Town and Waterford County Development Plans 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CŀŎŜōook (8 No times/ 
posts) and Twitter (12 No tweets/ posts) between 7th July 2020 and 20th September 2020. Five 
YouTube videos were also posted across a similar timeframe, including the recordings of the 3 
No webinars (refer to (b) Online, below).  
 
A consultation/ issues paper was made available in the following public libraries; Waterford City 
Central, Ardkeen, Carrickpheirish, Dungarvan, Lismore and Tramore, and on the dedicated 
Development Plan consultation portal. It was also forwarded to all elected members, prescribed 
authorities, stakeholder groups, and the Public Participation Network (PPN), in order to 
generate engagement and public submissions on the Pre-draft Plan.   
 
¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ offices in 
5ǳƴƎŀǊǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ /ƛǘȅΦ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ 
available for any requested one-on-one, personal meetings.  
 
The Strategic Issues Paper (in both Irish and English) featured a wide range of topics, specifically:  
 

¶ Background and Context 

¶ Population and Settlement Hierarchy 

¶ Economy, Employment, Education 

¶ Rural Economic Development 

¶ Sustainable Tourism 

¶ Transportation and Mobility 

¶ Principle Enabling Infrastructure, Energy and Communications 

¶ Climate Change and Environment 

¶ Heritage and Culture 

¶ Sustainable Communities and Placemaking  

 

(b) Online  
As a result of restrictions in relation to public meetings resulting from Covid-19, the Forward 
Planning team put in place an online information and interactive strategy to ensure that the 
development plan preparation process would be fully informed by public engagement.  To this 
end, a dedicated consultation portal, consult.waterfordcouncil.ie, was designed to engage with 
a wide audience, and keep members of the public up-to-date with the process of the 
preparation of the Development Plan. Submissions to the pre Draft consultation stage could be 
ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǊǘŀƭΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  
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In order to assist, a number of short (approximately 2-3 minutes each) videos were placed on 
the consultation portal to assist in informing members of the public and to stimulate interest 
and debate.  The videos focused on providing a background context, as well as the content, 
process and timeframes associated with the making of the Development Plan, and how to make 
a submission online.  The videos on the portal (these may still be viewed) include: 

 

¶ Waterford Development Plan ς Have Your Say 

¶ What is a Development Plan? 

¶ Development Plan Process and Timeline  

¶ How to make an online submission  

¶ Natural Heritage  

¶ Built Heritage  

 

These videos have all been viewed1 a number of times, as indicated hereunder: 

 

 
 

                                                           
1 No of views Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ as per 2.10.2020  
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In addition to the above, the website included copies of the statutory notices in both English and 
Irish, as well as the Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Scoping Report. 
 

As already mentioned above, the Council utilised Facebook and Twitter to notify the public of all 
issues relating to the review of the Development Plan.  The Facebook and Twitter posts had a 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ άǊŜŀŎƘέ ƻŦ ноΣслл ǳǎŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  
 
(c) Public Consultation Events:  
Three separate, themed public online webinar sessions were advertised and held over three 
evenings on the 18th, 19th and 20th August 2020, via Eventbrite and Microsoft Teams.  The 
webinars were advertised by radio and as paid Facebook events and also via regular Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube postings, and through the PPN process. Elected Members of the Council 
were also invited by email, to attend the meetings.  
 
Each webinar had a separate theme, and included contributions from various departments 
within the Council, as well as from other stakeholders, including Waterford City and Tramore 
Chamber of Commerce; Dungarvan and West Waterford Chamber of Commerce, and Waterford 
Institute of Technology.   
 
The webinars were structured as follows: 
 
18th August ς Environment and Heritage 

¶ 19:00 ς 19:05 ς Introduction 

¶ 19:05 ς 19:20 ς Content of a Development Plan  

¶ 19:20 ς 19:30 ς Natural Heritage  

¶ 19:30 ς 19:40 ς Built Heritage   

¶ 19:40 ς 20:00/20:15 ς Q&A  
 

19th August ς Community and Placemaking 

¶ 19:00 ς 19:05 ς Introduction  

¶ 19:05 ς 19:20 ς Content of a Development Plan 

¶ 19:20 ς 19:30 ς Community   

¶ 19:30 ς 19:40 ς Open Space  

¶ 19:40 ς 20:00/20:15 ς Q&A  
 

20th August ς Economy and Business 

¶ 19:00 ς 19:05 ς Introduction  

¶ 19:05 ς 19:20 ς Content of a Development Plan  

¶ 19:20 ς 19:30 ς Waterford City and Tramore Chamber of Commerce 

¶ 19:30 ς 19:40 ς Dungarvan and West Waterford Chamber of Commerce  

¶ 19:40 ς 19:50 ς Education and Agriculture (WIT) 

¶ 19:50 ς 20:00/20:15 ς Q&A  
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The events were semi-formal in nature, and members of the public were invited to send in any 
queries which arose during the course of the presentations via the webinar chat function.  
Queries were subsequently responded to during the Q&A session following the presentations.  
Following these meetings, the Planning Team compiled individual reports on the questions and 
answers arising during the webinar, and these, together with video recordings of each webinar 
session, were posted on the consultation portal.  The reports produced (see Appendix 1) 
summarise the principal issues and comments raised by the public during the sessions.   
 
Issues were broad ranging, and included matters such as the need to address economic issues 
and stimulate jobs growth within the city and county, housing and placemaking, environmental 
and quality of life issues, and the role and development of the towns and villages and 
infrastructure provision within the city and county. These matters will be taken into 
consideration in the preparation of the Draft CCDP.  

 
(d) Radio  
A total of 68 No audio advertisements were made on WLR (Waterford Local Radio) between 27th 
July and 6th August 2020 (4 No per day) and again between the 15th and 21st August 2020 (4 No 
per day) to promote the consultation process and public meetings.  

 

1.5 Overview of issues raised at the Public and Stakeholder meetings  
 
Planning staff engaged in a number of key stakeholder meetings, in order to ascertain the viewpoints of 
individual sectoral groups and discussed the manner in which the CCDP could potentially assist in 
addressing these issues. The meetings undertaken reflect a collaborative approach undertaken by the 
Council which strives to engage all ages and sectors within our community and incorporate the findings 
which will assist in providing for an all-inclusive society.  
 

1.6 Public and Stakeholder meetings  
 
As noted above, following the online webinars, the Planning Section compiled individual reports on the 
questions and answers arising during the webinars.  The issues raised were both local and strategic in 
nature, and the reports produced (see Appendix 1) provide a synopsis of the principal issues and 
comments raised by the public during the sessions.   
 
At these meetings the public were advised that any subsequent submissions in relation to the 
review of the Development Plan could not concern matters related to zoning and that this was for a 
later stage in the process. Additionally, members of the public were advised that some of the issues 
raised did not fall within the remit of the review of the Development Plan but rather, in some instances, 
related to the broader operations of Waterford City and County Council. 
Issues were broad ranging, and included matters such as: 
 

¶ Development Plan process 

¶ Built Heritage and Conservation 

¶ Climate Change and Renewable Energy 

¶ The need to address economic issues and stimulate jobs growth within the city and county 

¶ Amenity and open space provision 

¶ Biodiversity 
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¶ Housing (including rural) and placemaking 

¶ Regeneration 

¶ Education and Culture 

¶ Environmental and quality of life issues 

¶ Infrastructure provision and delivery within the city and county.  
 
These matters will be taken into consideration in the preparation of the Draft CCDP. 
  
Stakeholder Discussions: Planning staff held discussions with a number of key stakeholders including 
WIT, Waterford and Dungarvan Chambers, PPN, OPR and SRA in order to better inform the development 
plan. The issues raised are reflected in the details of the written submissions received and set out in this 
report.  
 

1.7 Zoning Submissions  
 
Zoning submissions have been excluded from this report. Section 11(2)(bc) of the Act, prescribes that 

proposals for zoning of particular land for any purposes cannot be considered at this stage of the City 

and County Plan (CCDP) process. The purpose of the pre draft consultation process, is to set out an 

overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the city and county and a broad 

structure for the Development Plan and the Core Strategy. When a strategy and a set of policies have 

been determined and set out in a Draft Plan, the issue of zoning can then be fully considered in 

accordance with the Act. 

1.8 Next Steps  
 

Under the provisions of Section 11(4) (c) to (f) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, 

ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ммόпύ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ City and 

County Council on/ before Monday 9th November 2020 for their consideration.  

Following consideration of the report the Members of the planning authority, may issue directions to 

the Chief Executive regarding the preparation of the draft development plan, and any such directions 

shall be strategic in nature, consistent with the draft core strategy, and shall take account of the 

statutory obligations of any local authority in the area and any relevant policies or objectives for the 

time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government, and the Chief Executive shall 

comply with any such directions.  

Section 12 (18) of the Act defines statutory obligations ς άǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
local authority, the obligation to ensure that the development plan is consistent withτ  
 
(a) the national and regional development objectives specified inτ  

(i) the National Planning Framework, and  
(ii) the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, and  

(b) specific planning policy requirements specified in guidelines under subsection (1) of section 28.έ  
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 In issuing directions, the Members shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area to which the plan relates.  
 
Any directions shall be issued not later than 10 weeks after the submission of the report i.e. by Monday 
18th January 2020.  
 
In accordance with Section 5(a) of the Act, the Chief Executive shall, not later than 12 weeks following 
the receipt of any directions, prepare a draft development plan and submit it to the members of the 
planning authority for their consideration.  
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2. Public consultation ς Summary and Analysis 
 

This section consists of an analysis and summary of the submissions and issues raised during the public 

Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

issues raised.  

 

A total of 285 No written submissions were received, each of which is summarised in the submissions 

tables following (Tables 1 and 2). All the issues raised are indicated in the main (middle) column. The 

opinion and recommendation of the Chief Executive in relation to the issues raised, are outlined in the 

adjacent (last) column. Of note are a number of submissions which have been made in respect of three 

separate specific matters/ areas; these relate to: 

 

1. Provision of a municipal swimming pool for Dungarvan and West Waterford (39 No submissions) 

2. Appropriate use and development of a cleared site at Monvoy housing estate, Tramore (19 No 

submissions) 

3. Submissions which relate solely to the Gaeltacht, including Submission WFD-C1-239 from 

Údarás na Gaeltachta, a statutory body (9 No submissions). Other submissions raised issues 

relating to the Gaeltacht as part of their overall content and these have been included in the 

group also. 

 

As the submissions relating to the above contain very similar content and raise the same issue(s), they 

have been grouped into just three separate entries in Table 2 Written Submissions Received. 

 

The submissions by prescribed authorities are also of note, and are noted for ease of cross reference in 

the main table, below. The submissions made by the SRA and the OPR, are separated from, and are 

presented in Table 1, in advance of, the main submissions table (Table 2).  All submissions are presented 

in the tables in numerical order2 

 

Submission 
Ref. No.  

Prescribed Authority 

1 Dept. of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) 

60 Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 

61 Irish Water (IW) 

89 Dept. of Education and Skills (DES) 

112 Fáilte Ireland National Tourism Development Authority (FI) 

123 Southern Regional Assembly (SRA) 

189 EirGrid 

191 Southern Region Waste Management Plan Lead Authority 

201 Coillte 

220 National Transport Authority (NTA) 

228 Land Development Agency (LDA) 

                                                           
2
 The formal submission reference includes the prefix WFD-C1- before each number.  This prefix is however omitted in this report solely to aid 

in easy and quick legibility and identification. 
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229 Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) 

238 Industrial Development Authority (IDA) 

239 Údarás na Gaeltachta 

254 Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) 

262 Coillte 

 

2.1   Summary and Analysis of Issues Raised by Topic, and Chief Executive

 Opinion and Recommendation 

This section of the report addresses in detail the key issues arising from the submissions that result in 

recommendations for the policies to be included in the Draft Plan.  This will largely be undertaken, using 

the main topic headings as set out on the consultation portal in the Issues Paper.  Notwithstanding, it 

must be recognised that many submissions, whilst possibly submitted under just one topic/ issue 

heading, were in fact multi and cross-sectoral in nature.    

The pie chart diagram below illustrates the cross sectoral breakdown of written submissions received, 

based on the main topic headings as set out in the Strategic Issues Paper. 

 

!ǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

tƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎΩΣ Ψ9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨtƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
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{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΩΣ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ  Given the cross-sectoral 

nature of many submissions, a tagging exercise was also carried out, where word size was generated 

according to the number of time a tag was generated. The results of this exercise (see diagram below), 

further inform the main issues across topic headings. 

 

Further analysis and consideration of the submissions (as reflected in the summaries in Tables 1 and 2), 

highlight a number of main issues arising across submissions. These can be related to a number of 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ όwthΩǎύΣ ŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

(RSES), which are listed in Appendix 2. Issues which stand out include: 

¶ Biodiversity and amenity ς green spaces/ areas and networks. 

¶ Climate resilience. 

¶ Collaboration - a whole of Waterford approach  

¶ Development management standards fit for purpose. 

¶ Development plan targets; implementation (budget), and monitoring. 

¶ Green/ Blue infrastructure, Nature-based solutions and SuDS 

¶ Infrastructure and services  

¶ Innovation - BETA Projects concept and SMART technologies and approach 

¶ Making the SDGs and Agenda 2030 real in terms of the development plan.  

¶ MASP implementation and governance, including key enablers. 

¶ Placemaking and connectivity ς including urban design; heritage 
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¶ Rural diversification: tourism; greenways; diversity and distinctiveness; building a culture of 
social and rural enterprise. 

¶ Rural public transport & Connectivity. 

¶ Sustainable transport and mobility: bus; rail; cycling. 
 

The remainder of this section sets out the recommendation of the Chief Executive on the strategic 

policies to be included in the draft development plan.  This has been structured in a manner which is 

consistent with the layout of the Strategic Issues Paper. The Strategic Policies will transition the vision 

statement into the operational policy objectives to be included in the draft development plan, while at 

all times having due regard to the principle function(s) of the draft development plan i.e. 

 

a) Provide clear vision for both city and county,  

b) Provide clear investment and other priorities,  

c) Provide a framework to enable implementation of its principle strategies, and 

d) Provide a clear and consistent SMART set of policy objectives through which predictable 

planning decision-making can be assured.  

 

The scope of the strategic policies set out hereunder takes particular note of the NPF, RSES, MASP and 

PLUTS, along with other strategies and programmes of the Government and Waterford Council.  

 

The final operational policy objectives and land-use provisions of the draft development plan will be 

directed by the strategic policies identified in this report, and will also be informed by studies and 

strategies which are specific to Waterford.  These principally include a Landscape Character Assessment, 

Retail Strategy, Housing Strategy including a Houisng Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA), Settlement 

Strategy, Core Strategy, Rural Strategy, Renewable Energy Strategy, Climate Adaptation Strategy, MASP 

Implementation Strategy, Strategic Environment Assessment, Appropriate Assessment and Strategic 

Flood Risk Assessment.  

 

2.1.1 Background and Context 
 

It is important to stress at this stage in the plan making process that the strategic vision and aims of the 

draft development plan, will transpose the principle elements of the vision for the Southern Region as 

set out in the RSES, which seek to: 

 

¶ Nurture all our places to realise their full potential 

¶ Protect, and enhance our environment 

¶ Successfully combat climate change 

¶ Achieve and enhance economic prosperity and improved quality of life for all our citizens 

¶ Accommodate expanded growth and development in suitable locations 

¶ aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŀōƭŜ 

regions 
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The Strategic Issues Paper which informed the initial pre-draft public consultation phase of the plan 
making process, has set out a vision statement for the draft development plan which is broadly 
consistent with that of the RSES and MASP, with some revision, mainly with reference to the Learning 
and University City, and the transformational rejuvenation of the city, while ensuring existing links are 
strengthened and new links generated between the city and the county. Achieving the spatial 
expression of Waterford as a concentric city, as envisaged in the MASP and the PLUTS, will be an 
essential element of any final vision on which the draft development plan policy objectives will be 
based. These issues have been raised in the pre-draft public consultation process to date. 
 
The draft development plan will be firmly based on the provisions of the NPF and RSES, and the 
important key growth enablers and priorities set out in these documents. It should be noted that a 
number of written submissions received as part of the pre-draft consultation process identified the 
importance of aligning the new draft plan with these strategies and the United Nations (UN) ) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Agenda 2030). The following strategic policies will deliver the 
vision and Key Enablers set out in the RSES: 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendation 
 
1. Progress development within the MASP area which is consistent with the Goals set out in Appendix 

3 of the NPF. 

2. Through the Core Strategy and Housing Strategy, facilitate sustainable growth and support the 
delivery of key growth enablers and priorities in a manner consistent with the NPF, RSES and MASP  

3. Deliver positive change across Waterford City and County, in support of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. Create a framework of SMART policy objectives and land-use objectives which: 

- Will guide the making of lower tier land-use plans; 

- Will implement the Strategic Policies and vision statement of the draft development plan; and, 

- Will facilitate the making of clear, consistent and robust planning decisions. 
 
 

2.1.2 Population and Settlement Hierarchy 
 
It is clear from the written submissions received that there is a desire to ensure the provision of a choice 
of affordable and universally accessible housing, together with transport, community and social 
infrastructure, including the provision of additional schools which will help to make our settlements 
better places in which to live; structured around the 10 minute neighbourhood concept. In addition, 
submissions have urged a careful consideration of densities and building heights so as to achieve 
sustainable compact growth.  
 
Other submissions refer to the demand for housing in the open countryside and this issue will be 
considered in light of any future Ministerial guidance or recommendations derived from the European 
/ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ wǳƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨCƭŜƳƛǎƘ 5ŜŎǊŜŜΩ ŎŀǎŜ. Overarching strategy can be focused around the 
Core, Settlement and Housing Strategies. 
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Core Strategy: In terms of defining the broader strategy to inform policy objectives on population and 
settlements in due course, of particular importance is the Core Strategy (consistent with Section 10 (2A) 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended) and the Settlement Strategy.  Section 10(2)(n) 
of the Act is also noted in terms of what and where development takes place.  
 
Based on the population targets set out in the NPF and RSES, and the assessment of existing services 
and infrastructure across the city and county, the Core Strategy will identify the quantum, location and 
phasing of development which can be facilitated over the plan period, while also identifying the 
investment priorities required to ensure development which takes place is led by the infrastructure 
required to service it. The Core Strategy will seek to ensure that Waterford continues to grow in a 
manner, and at a rate, which sustains and builds communities across all rural and urban locations. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
European Union (EU) Directive requirements, and as such has been informed by consideration of 
strategic options for Waterford to be set out in the Strategic Environmental Assessment which will 
accompany the development plan, along with the Stage 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. In particular, 
measures for protecting and enhancing water quality, contained in the South East River Basin 
Management Plan, must be taken into account in compliance with the Water Framework Directive 
(2000/60/EC).  
 
The underlying principles of the Core Strategy must be based upon achieving sustainable social and 
economic development across Waterford along with compact growth for urban and rural settlements, 
and a concentric city model for Waterford City as envisaged in PLUTS, the NPF and RSES/ MASP. These 
principles are founded upon the following: 
 

1. EU/National/Regional Policy Context: EU Directives, NPF, RSES/MASP, South East River Basin 
Management Plan,  

2. Section 28 Guidelines, 
3. Local Policy and Strategy Context 
4. Infrastructure led development and a sequential approach to zoning and development, 
5. Principles of compact growth and regeneration where appropriate, 
6. Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 
Settlement Strategy: The table below identifies the RSES settlement categories and typologies, as 
relevant and related to the existing settlement hierarchy (Table 4.2) of the Waterford County 
Development Plan. The final hierarchy will be fully developed in the draft development plan in a manner 
consistent with the guiding principles set out in Section 3 of the RSES.   
 
While some settlement networks/ clusters exist for the purposes of shared services and proximity, 
others are evolving in terms of economic development and shared amenity assets. These networks/ 
clusters were also subject of written submissions received; of note are those focussing on rural 
enterprise and tourism i.e. Blackwater Blueway, Comeragh Uplands, Copper Coast and Gaeltacht na 
nDéise, and further consideration of such networks/ clusters will be carried out in preparation of the 
draft development plan. 
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Settlement Hierarchy & Typology  
 

Class Category 
 

Place Attributes 

1 City-
Metropolitan 
Area 

Waterford Metropolitan areas accessible with national and 
international connectivity, strong business core, 
innovation, education, retail, health and cultural role. 

2 Key Town Dungarvan, including Abbeyside & 
Ballinroad 

Strategically located urban centre with accessibility 
and significant influence in a sub regional context. 

3A Large Urban 
Town 

Tramore. Towns and villages of above 1,500 pop, which provide 
a housing employment and or service function. The 
category is broad and ranges from large commuter 
towns to more remote towns and villages. 

3B Urban Town  Dunmore East, Portlaw and Lismore. 

4A Large Rural 
Towns 

Tallow, Kilmacthomas, Passage 
East/Crooke, Cappoquin, Gaeltacht na 
nDéise

3
), Stradbally, Ardmore,  

Rural towns and villages less than 1,500 and the wider 
rural region. 

4B Rural Villages 
 

Aglish, Cheekpoint, Villierstown, Kill, 
Clashmore, Dunhill, Lemybrien, Ballyduff 
Upper, Annestown, Kilmeaden/ Ballyduff 
(lower); Bonmahon/Knockmahon, Fenor, 
Clonea Power, Rathgormack, Ballylaneen, 
Knockanore, Piltown,  Touraneena, 
Ballymacarbry. 

 

With regard to the growth strategy for Waterford city, as outlined in the PLUTS(see insert map) and the 
current city development plan, the Neighbourhood Strategy represents a sustainable development 
strategy, reflecting the development of a compact city supported by the consolidation of existing, and 
the establishment of new, neighbourhoods.  
 

 

 

                                                           
3
 Gaeltacht na nDéise includes An Rinn, Heilbhic, Baile na nGall, Sean Phobal and Maoil na Choirne. 
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This approach to neighbourhood planning is consistent with the neighbourhood concept criteria 
ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ну DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ΨDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
Development in Urban Areas, (2009), the NPF, RSES and Section 7.3 of the MASP, and will be relevant to 
the draft development plan. In addressing the population targets in National Policy Objective (NPO) 3(b) 
of the NPF, while greater detail of the regeneration lands and individual neighbourhoods will be 
provided in the draft development plan, broadly speaking, outside of the regeneration capacity available 
in the city centre and its periphery, and the further consolidation of existing designated city 
neighbourhoods, the neighbourhood strategy will identify, as per the RSES, a focus on two strategic 
areas for significant residential development south of the River Suir: 
 

¶ City South West Neighbourhood (University/Ballybeg/Kilbarry/Lacken); and, 

¶ City North West Neighbourhood (Carrickphierish/Gracedieu).  
 

The general location of these new residential and mixed use neighbourhoods, along with relevant 
growth enablers and principle transport corridors have been identified in the Strategic Issues Paper and 
are replicated below in Maps 1 & 2 for ease of reference.  
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In line with the provisions and policy objectives of the NPF and the RSES, the draft CCDP will highlight 
that the rural countryside must continue to be a living, and lived in landscape. Policy objectives will thus 
focus on the requirements of rural communities and their economies based primarily on agriculture, 
forestry, marine, tourism and rural enterprise, while at the same time seeking to avoid Ψover-spillΩ of 
urban-generated development and protecting environmental quality.  
 
To facilitate robust and clear planning decisions, and to provide a rational distinction between areas 
under urban influence i.e. within commuter catchments4 of cities and large towns, and other rural areas 
outside commuter catchments, the map below identifies the extent of the commuter catchment in a 
manner consistent with EU/OECD definitions of a city region, and as utilised in the NPF and RSES. This is 
relevant to the provisions of policy objectives NPO 19 and RPO 27 (Rural Areas) of the NPF and RSES 
respectively.  
 

                                                           
4
 The standardised EU/OECD definition of a city region is where 15% of the workforce is employed in the principle city area. Where this is 

mapped it defines the city region commuting catchment or functional area. 
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Population Targets: The RSES has identified population targets for Waterford City and County, based on 
the principles of regional growth set out in the NPF. The table below provides a summary of projected 
population growth during the period 2016 ς 2031 (the life of the MASP). This will form the baseline on 
which the Core Strategy will be fully developed during the process of making the draft development 
plan. Figures provided for areas of Waterford City located within the administrative area of County 
Kilkenny, are excluded from the total population target for Waterford City and County, and final figures 
for targeted population growth post 2026 will be further developed by the MASP implementation body, 
once established. 
 

Waterford City & County Population Targets (Source RSES) 

Settlement 2016 2026 Uplift 2031 Uplift 

City & Suburbs (Kilkenny) +60% to 2040 5,288 6,608 1,320 7,268 660 

Remainder Metro Area (Kilkenny) + 30% 
to 2040 

2,952 3,321 370 3,506 185 

City & Suburbs (Waterford) +60% to 2040 48,216 60,716 12,500 66,966 6,250 

Remainder Metro Area (Waterford) +30% 
to 2040 

3,399 3,819 420 4,029 210 

Total Metro Area Pop (+34,007 to 93,861 
in 2040) 

59,854 74,464 14,610 81,769 7,305 

Waterford City & County (excluding 
Kilkenny area of City & Metro) 

116,000 132,000 to 
135,000 

16,000 to 
19,000 

137,000 to 
144,000 

21,000 to 
28,000 
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Strategic Policy Recommendations 

5. Develop a settlement strategy and hierarchy that promotes an efficient, equitable and sustainable 
pattern of development that delivers compact growth and critical mass for Waterford City, 
Dungarvan and main settlements throughout the county.  

6. Plan for, and deliver, the concentric city envisaged in the Waterford PLUTS and Waterford City 
MASP, as a leading member of the MASP implementation body (once established), in collaboration 
with the Southern Regional Assembly, Kilkenny County Council, and other principle stakeholders 
with regard to governance and implementation, service and infrastructure delivery. 

7. Identify investment priorities to deliver the concentric city model and the settlement strategy and 
hierarchy founded on the principle of infrastructure led development. 

8. Develop a Housing Strategy (including HNDA) in order to meet the housing needs of our 
communities, balance the provision of social and private housing, ensure effective delivery of 
housing and mitigate current residential leakage and unsustainable travel patterns.  

9. To require, where appropriate, all plans and projects within Waterford City and County to comply 
with the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive, the Habitats Directive, 
Water Framework Directive and Floods Directive.  

10. Define a core strategy to ensure a choice of appropriately zoned and serviced/serviceable lands are 
available to secure the sustainable provision of housing and other land uses over the life of the 
development plan, in a manner consistent with NPO 3 of the NPF.  

11. Promote and support consolidation of Waterford City in two principle neighbourhoods as identified 
in the RSES i.e. City South West Neighbourhood (University/ Ballybeg/ Kilbarry/ Lacken), and City 
North West Neighbourhood (Carrickphierish/ Gracedieu), in a manner that implements the place 
making strategy and housing strategy of the draft development plan, and supports the role of 
Waterford City as an international location of scale, and a primary driver of economic and 
population growth in the Southern Region. 

12. Develop a comprehensive set of development management standards which provide clear 
qualitative and quantitative guidance for developments across urban and rural areas of the city and 
county. Development densities, in particular, will be appropriate to the built and other contextual 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀ άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 

13. Supplement the land use zoning objectives and other policy objectives of the Development Plan 
through the provision of Urban Area Plans/LAPs for Waterford City (or parts thereof), 
Dungarvan/Ballinroad, Tramore, Dunmore East, Portlaw, Lismore and Gaeltacht na nDéise. 

14. Through the implementation of the Core and Settlement Strategies, put in place a pattern of land 
use and associated policy objectives and actions, which facilitate a just transition to a low carbon 
society.  

15. Liaise with relevant service providers to ensure development plan implementation is consistent 
with the Core Strategy.  

16. Prepare a Rural Strategy so as to support rural communities in delivering transformative change in 
their areas which will secure long term economic, social and community viability and vitality.  
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2.1.3 Economy, Employment, Education  

 
The need for economic growth, and the interconnection between economic, social, education and 
community resilience was identified as a key theme. Several submissions referred to the importance of 
the retail sector and the current challenges experienced in retailing, while other submissions made 
reference to various economic sectors and the importance of providing relevant supporting 
infrastructural services and facilities, developing knowledge, and skills. 
 
A number of other issues which were raised include innovation (including Smart technologies); hubs and 
enterprise centres; WIT/ TUSE; additional requirement for schools. The need to balance school provision 
across the City was also raised along with cross-cutting issues relating to roads/ traffic management; 
sustainable transport; cycling (infrastructure and facilities); the infrastructure required to support 
appropriately zoned lands; appropriate integration of inter-modal public transport, particularly rail; and 
support to Belview and Port of Waterford. 
 
The National Planning Framework ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ άbuild scale and 
enhance urban quality through employment-led growthέΦ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
resilience will enable us to sustain economic growth and better meet economic upheaval.  
 
To strengthen our local and regional economies and communities, the Draft Plan will support the 
delivery of balanced growth through improvements and enhancements in the economic, social and 
cultural infrastructure and services in our city, towns, villages, and rural communities.  
 
The RSES recognises the potential of clusters, networks, and the importance of improved intra-regional 
connectivity between networked settlements to drive and contribute to economic development. The 
key economic priƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ w{9{ ŀǊŜ (i) Smart Specialisation (ii) Clustering (iii) 
Capacity Building (iv) Knowledge Diffusion, and (v) Placemaking for Enterprise Development. 
 
Learning plays a significant role in promoting social inclusion, a healthy, sustainable society, economic 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōŀǎŜΣ ǘƻ 
succeed in life and business, is critical to securing greater economic resilience. 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

17. Develop a business environment that is attractive to indigenous enterprise across Waterford City 
and County, which places Waterford at the forefront of destinations for inward investment within 
the State, and which supports the policy objectives of the NPF and RSES in terms of employment 
and population growth targets. 

18. Utilise the opportunities and strengths of Waterford City and its key growth enablers, in order to 
secure a city of scale to drive broader regional economic growth, and to further develop a vital and 
vibrant city core which facilitates an appropriate mix of commercial, heritage, cultural, riverside, 
and residential uses. 

19. Support the development of future strategic employment locations and other potential 
sites/locations in the Waterford MASP area, Waterford Airport, Dungarvan town, Tramore and 
Kilmeaden, having regard to service availability, accessibility by sustainable transport modes, place-
making for business, and the built and environmental context. 
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20. Identify locations for retail, manufacturing, enterprise and employment uses in areas throughout 
Waterford City, Dungarvan and other urban settlements to support the concept of the 10-minute 
city/neighbourhoods. 

21. Ensure that retail development is developed in a manner consistent with the retail hierarchy, the 
Retail Strategy and Joint Retail Strategy. 

22. Further develop the capacity of Dungarvan to function as a strategic Key Town, serving the 
commercial and economic needs of its broad hinterland and Gaeltacht na nDeise. 

23. Deliver a network of vibrant and commercially sustainable urban and rural settlements throughout 
the county which act as service centres/ nodes in their own right, and which fully support rural 
enterprise.   

24. Support the growth of academic institutions (Waterford Institute Technology (WIT) -> Technological 
University of the South East (TUSE), and promote and foster links with business/ enterprise and 
technological innovation. 

25. Foster an interagency approach to integrating Lifelong Learning and Healthy City initiatives in 
Waterford as essential components of UNESCO Learning City status, and support the expansion of 
the Learning City initiative to other urban and rural centres of population through existing networks 
such as the Library Service, and support the preparation and implementation of a Learning Region 
Strategy. 

 

 
2.1.4 Rural Economic Development  
 
As with other topics, the content of submissions relating to rural economic development focussed on 
the need to ensure adequate support services and infrastructure are available to facilitate the rural 
economy, flexibility to facilitate suitable rural enterprise in village and service centres while ensuring 
environmental quality is not compromised. Submissions raised the need to support important sectors 
such as agriculture, marine and tourism; that the commercial function of rural settlements is secured; 
that rural economic networks/clusters are supported, and that there is a focus on innovative approaches 
throughout.  
 
Rural innovation is a theme supported across a number of submissions underpinning the viability of 
rural towns, villages, and rural areas to ensure economic resilience and job creation. The importance of 
digital infrastructure, including broadband is highlighted, as is the need for enterprise centres which 
could also function as community focus areas. 
The need for measures to support opportunities for successful and sustainable Gaeltacht areas, where 
the language, the economy, the community and the environment are intertwined for sustainable 
economic growth, is outlined in a submission from Údarás na Gaeltachta. The need to support 
aquaculture, commercial fisheries and related enterprises within the County was also highlighted. 
Several submissions discuss the economic role of tourism and suggest that the draft plan should provide 
further initiatives to support opportunities and expand the tourism economy. 
 
The importance of the agricultural sector to the economy and rural communities, especially with regards 
ǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘΩs growing agri-food sector, is highlighted in other submissions. One submission also 
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ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
quarries as future landfill sites. 
 
Creating the environment to support job creation in rural areas will be a key enabler to rejuvenating 
rural towns and villages, sustaining vibrant rural communities and reversing population decline. The 
rural economy comprises diverse sectors, agri; marine; forestry; tourism as well as micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs). Facilitating the development of enterprises and local economies to allow 
for the creation of a wider variety of employment opportunities will involve capitalising on local assets, 
including human, natural and cultural, through improved policy coherence to raise the potential of rural 
areas and contribute to our local and regional growth. 
 
The Draft Plan will provide a framework to support all elements of the rural economy to grow 
sustainably and build a more resilient rural county which supports its communities. The Draft Plan will 
seek to exploit funding sources through the Department of Rural and Community Development and the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and other relevant Departments and Agencies. This will 
include the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) arising from the National Development 
Plan (NDP) in support of the NPF and other national strategies that will support regional and local 
authority development plans, and local economic and community plans, as well as Town and Village 
Renewal Schemes and complementary funding in areas such as housing, rural water, transport, 
broadband and community facilities. 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

26. Enhance the competitiveness of rural areas by supporting innovation in agriculture, tourism, 
marine, bio-economy, and rural enterprise including ICT-based industries, agri-food and those 
addressing climate change and sustainability. 

27. Support the provision of necessary infrastructure to meet the anticipated social and economic 
needs of rural settlements within the County.  The Council will continue to work closely with Irish 
Water in progressing programmes and projects that support the delivery of such infrastructure. 

28. Support and facilitate delivery of the National Broadband Plan as a means of developing further 
opportunities for enterprise, employment, education, innovation and skills development for those 
who live and work in rural areas. 

29. Support development which enhances the viability and sustainability of rural settlements, which 
allow settlements to function as service centres in their own right or as part of a broader network 
of settlements linked to shared goals i.e. Gaeltacht, Blackwater Valley, Copper Coast, Comeragh 
Uplands, Waterford Greenway etc, while ensuring protection of amenity and environmental 
quality.  

30. Support the Department of Rural and Community Development, the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, and other relevant Departments and Agencies to continue to invest in rural 
Waterford, including through the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund. The Council will work 
together with these agencies and departments to establish a mechanism to co-ordinate structures 
for funding rural development to align with other national strategies. 

31. 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ rural assets, and facilitate investment in 
such assets, while protecting and enhancing amenity, landscape and environmental quality and 
biodiversity.  
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2.1.5 Sustainable Tourism 
 
A number of submissions have addressed the issue of tourism and the need for the Development Plan to 
support and optimise attractions of the City and County and to increase the range of accommodation 
options throughout the city and county. Submissions also highlight the need to leverage off the success 
of the Waterford Greenway with the provision of additional links to existing towns and villages which 
would also support more sustainable commuting and healthier communities, as well as extending the 
Greenway across the county boundaries.  Tourism is also raised in relation to our cultural and heritage 
offerings (including existing festivals and events), and recent initiatives aimed at creating more 
attractive public spaces.  The potential which exists in relation to adventure/ activity tourism was also 
highlighted in a number of submissions.  
 
! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ΨŜƴŀōƭŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŜǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
significant benefits for many other sectors, such as agriculture, food and drinks, transport and retail. 
¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ 
ŀ Ψvǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΩ. The Council recognises the importance of tourism in supporting jobs and generating 
revenue ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘΩǎ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅ Ƙŀǎ been transformative in 
raising the profile of the City and County as a tourist destination. In addition, various festivals, including 
those relating to agri-food and arts/ culture experiences are gaining increasing profile and generating 
additional visitors and revenue.  
 
As the closest of the regional cities to Dublin, and given its location on the coast, Waterford is well 
placed to capitalise on the location and availability of strategic infrastructure which can be availed of to 
grow the tourism economy in the city and county. The 1.8 million people living in the greater Dublin 
area, and the 13.9 million people arriving into Dublin Airport annually (2016 figure), can travel to 
Waterford by train, bus or car in just over 2 hours. Furthermore, Rosslare Port is located approximately 
1 hour from Waterford City, whilst Cork Airport is around 1 hour from Dungarvan.  
 
As identified in the NPF, Waterford is an emerging tourist centre, strategically located just over 2 hours 
from Dublin city centre, on the route from Rosslare to Cork and the South-West, and as a destination for 
cruise traffic. The NPF also identifies as key future growth enablers, the extension of the Waterford 
Greenway, to link from WIT to the City Centre, and enhanced regional connectivity through improved 
average journey times by road to Cork, Limerick and ports within the region.  
 
The NPF is explicit on a range of development objectives, policies, supports and resources relevant to 
the development of tourism in Waterford5.  These include, but are not limited to:  
 

- Facilitating tourism development and in particular a National Greenways, Blueways and 
Peatways Strategy, which prioritises projects on the basis of achieving maximum impact and 
connectivity at national and regional level (NPO 22).  

- Facilitating the development of the rural economy through a sustainable and economically 
efficient agricultural and food sector, together with forestry, fishing and aquaculture, energy and 
extractive industries, the bio-economy and diversification into alternative on-farm and off-farm 
activities, while at the same time noting the importance of maintaining and protecting the 
natural landscape and built heritage which are vital to rural tourism (NPO 23).  

 

                                                           
5
 Relevant NPF policy objectives include NPO 6; 14; 21; 22; 23; 24; 25; 41a; 52; 60; 63 
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Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

32. Promote and support tourism, and protect and develop strategic heritage and cultural assets. 

33. Enhance provision of tourism and leisure facilities and attractors, with a particular focus on eco-
tourism, outdoor pursuits and leisure, entertainment, cultural activities, food and dining, a diverse 
range of tourism accommodation types, and enabling infrastructure such as transport, car parking 
and water infrastructure (inter alia). 

34. Promote and facilitate outdoor/activity tourism subject to subject to appropriate site selection and 
environmental assessment processes. 

35. Sustainably develop walking and cycling trails opening greater accessibility to marine and 
countryside areas by sustainable modes, and promote/ support the delivery of Greenway and 
Blueway Corridors. 

36. Support Fáilte Ireland and other agencies to identify opportunities to continue to develop the City 
ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  

37. Support improvements to the public realm that will make Waterford City, and our County towns 
and villages, attractive locations to live, work and visit.  

38. Support the consolidation of tourist services in established settlements to enhance vibrancy of local 
settlements, while facilitating on-farm/ rural tourism enterprises, where appropriate. 

 
 

2.1.6 Transport and Mobility 
 
There was a strong community focus in submissions which related to cycling and related services and 
infrastructure to support more sustainable commuting patterns (eg to school) and relieve traffic 
congestion, particularly within the Dunmore Road/ Williamstown part of Waterford City, and also as 
part of a healthier lifestyle and way of living, and broadening of our tourism offer.  A number of 
submissions all raise the issue of needing to implement a greenway along the Suir River from Canada 
Street in Waterford City centre, to Blenheim.  
 
The Draft Plan must prioritise housing and employment development in locations within and contiguous 
to existing city footprints where it can be served by public transport, walking and cycling. Thus, the 
alignment of land use and transportation planning is a critical priority to achieve compact growth, 
enhanced local, regional and national accessibility, sustainable transport, and a just transition to a low 
carbon and climate resilient society. The RSES indicates that the Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport 
Strategy (WMATS) which follows the RSES, will be instrumental in the regeneration and transformation 
of Waterford city. The development of a concentric city including north of the River Suir - the North 
Quays, and other key locations, will be supported by integrated transport investment to create an 
attractive, liveable city, connecting city and suburbs and building north-south linkages.  
 
The RSES also highlights that the Local Authority can prepare Local Transport Plans (LTPs) for key towns 
and other settlement based on the Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) guidance produced by NTA 
and TII. LTPs are intended to establish and give expression at the local level to integrated land use and 
transportation policies and objectives of national and regional policies. It is intended that LTPs will 
inform and supplement LAPs that will be prepared following the adoption of the CCDP.  
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Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

39. Mainstream the principle of an integrated sustainable transport system with a significant shift 
toward public transport, walking and cycling, prioritising active and sustainable transport and 
reducing car dependency across the City and County. 

40. Enhance the public realm, and develop active, walkable streets, permeable neighbourhoods and 
places to create attractive, safe and accessible environments for all ages and abilities. 

41. Integrate land-use and transport planning, aligned with the delivery of infrastructure, to achieve 
the concentric city, higher-density, infrastructure-led development in strategic locations.  

42. Support the delivery of WMATS, and work with all stakeholders, including the NTA and TII, to 
change how we move in and around Waterford City into the future, including the identification and 
protection of key strategic transport routes and corridors, and the construction of a new transport 
hub located on the North Quays. 

43. Promote a modal shift away from private car usage by supporting improved facilities and service 
frequency of public transport across the city and county, and thereby developing a viable and 
attractive alternative to private transport. 

44. Support initiatives and develop new green and blue links between population, employment and 
education centres which promote active transport modes. 

 
2.1.7 Critical Enabling Infrastructure, Energy and Communications 
 
A number of infrastructural themes/issues were identified throughout the public consultation, with 
deficits in relation to water services comprising one of the key issues. This issue is specifically identified 
as being of priority in order to accommodate sustainable growth and development  -  the provision of an 
appropriate level of infrastructure is a determinant in zoning land for a particular land-use. To ensure 
this infrastructure provision is fully considered in the development plan making process. The NPF sets 
out a tiered approach for zoning lands as follows: 
  

Tier 1: Serviced land, comprising lands that are able to connect to existing development services for 
which there is service capacity available and can therefore accommodate new development. 

Tier 2: Serviceable land, comprising lands that are not currently sufficiently serviced to support new 
development, but have the potential to become fully serviced within the life of the plan. 

The NPF requires that where lands are identified as Tier 2 lands, the potential for delivery of the 
required services and/or capacity to support new development, must be identified in a written 
infrastructural assessment which must be made public at the time of publication of both the draft, and 
final development plan, and must include a reasonable estimate of the full cost of delivery of the 
required infrastructure to the identified zoned lands.   
 
The infrastructural assessment must be aligned with the approved infrastructural investment 
programme(s) of the relevant delivery agency(ies), for example, Irish Water, or be based on a written 
commitment by the relevant delivery agency to provide the identified infrastructure within a specified 
timescale (i.e. within the lifetime of the plan). The planning authority may also commit to the delivery of 
the required and identified infrastructure in its own infrastructural investment programme (i.e. 
Budgeted Capital Programme) in order to support certain lands for zoning. 
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In terms of key enablers such as roads; rail; ports/ harbour; renewable energy generation; broadband 
and the transmission grid, the policies of the Draft Development Plan will recognise the importance of 
such vital infrastructure to the economy of Waterford and the region, in a manner which is consistent 
with the NPF, RSES and MASP, the requirements of the Planning and Development Act 2000, (as 
amended), and relevant Ministerial Guidance. Furthermore the Draft Plan will be informed by strategies 
relating to landscape and renewable technologies which are specific to Waterford. It is important to also 
recognise National obligations relating to combating climate change, and pursuing a just transition to a 
low carbon economy with reduced dependence on fossil fuels. The Draft Development Plan policy 
objectives will strike an appropriate balance in facilitating key infrastructure, while protect the natural 
and environmental assets of Waterford. 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

45. Ensure that new development across the urban and rural settlements of Waterford is infrastructure 
led in a manner which supports communities, enhances environmental quality and complies with 
the tiered approach to land use zoning which underpins the development plan. 

46. Support the provision of necessary water and waste water infrastructure to meet the anticipated 
social and economic needs of the County.  The Council will continue to work closely with Irish 
Water in progressing programmes and projects that support the delivery of this infrastructure. 

47. Prepare a written infrastructural assessment that considers the cost, phasing and delivery of 
enabling infrastructure to support the strategic development of identified growth areas which will 
inform decisions on land use zoning throughout the City and County. 

48. In terms of key enablers such as roads; rail; ports/ harbour; renewable energy generation and the 
transmission grid, the policies of the Draft Development Plan will recognise the importance of such 
vital infrastructure to the economy of Waterford, and the region, in a manner which is consistent 
with the NPF, RSES and MASP, the requirements of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended), and relevant Ministerial Guidance. 

49. Co-ordinate investment and delivery of holistic infrastructure packages across State Departments 
and infrastructure delivery agencies to deliver key enablers for the Waterford Metropolitan Area 
(e.g. North Quays, TUSE, Waterford Airport, University Hospital Waterford (UHW), public realm), in 
accordance with Waterford MASP Policy Objective 1 (SRA Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy). 

50. Support improved energy efficiency and conservation, and renewable energy. 

51. Support and facilitate delivery of the National Broadband and appropriate technologies as a means 
of developing further opportunities for enterprise, employment, education, innovation and skills 
development for those who live and work in rural areas. 

52. Support the enhancement of motorway, national and regional road networks, rail networks, 
transport interchanges, Waterford Airport and Port of Waterford, which will enable Waterford to 
fulfil its role as a an economic driver for the City Region and South East.  

53. Integrate land-use and transport planning, aligned with the delivery of infrastructure, to achieve 
higher-density, infrastructure-led development in strategic locations. 
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2.1.8 Climate Change and Environment  
 

We recognise and understand the significance of protecting our natural environments and the potential 

future adverse impacts climate change may have on our way of life. Climate change adaptation and 

mitigation, and reduction in CO2 emissions, will underpin the development plan so as to build a more 

climate resilient Waterford for future generations. Strategic policy objectives of the draft development 

plan will focus on decarbonisation across all sectors, resource efficiency and climate resilience.   

Dealing with climate change will be a cross-cutting theme of the draft development plan and will require 

policy objectives to support compact growth, urban regeneration, integrated land use and 

transportation strategies, energy conservation, provision of adequate service infrastructure, patterns of 

land-use zoning which account for flood risk and the development of renewable energy projects. 

Operational policy objectives of the draft development plan will be guided by policies and objectives of 

the RSES, National targets, and policies relating to climate mitigation and adaptation and associated 

legislation and Ministerial guidance.  

Waterford City and County Council has adopted a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024, in 

which the council seeks to Implement 8 goals and 25 specific objectives to adapt to climate change. 

These include the mainstreaming of adaptation measures, implementing informed decision making, 

building resilience to the effects of climate change, capitalising on opportunities; and providing green 

infrastructure measures to control and manage surface water. The draft development plan will support 

the goals and objectives of the adaptation strategy, while we are also committed to engaging with the 

SRA and the Climate Action Regional Office (CARO) to develop and implement long term solutions to 

enhance our climate resilience.  

In a manner consistent with the RSES, we will take due cognisance of the various government policies 

relating to a just transition to a low carbon economy (LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ to a Low Carbon Energy Future 

2015-30/ Climate Action Plan 2019, and amendments thereof) and the Climate Action and Low Carbon 

(Amendment) Bill 2020, and provisions of derived primary and secondary legislation. We are committed 

to facilitating the delivery of developments which assist in achieving national targets for renewable 

energy generation through wind, solar, bio circular economy and micro generation. In this regard, the 

current Renewable Energy Strategy will be reviewed in order to fully inform our operational policy 

objectives in the draft development plan.  

In addressing environmental challenges regarding waste, we note the Waste Action Plan for Circular 

Economy 2020, as recently published, along with commitments in the Waste Management Strategy for 

the Southern Region 2015 ς 2021, promote waste minimisation and prevention. We are committed to 

collaborating with the SRA and the Regional Waste Management office to develop appropriate policy 

objectives for the draft development plan.  
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Strategic Policy Recommendations 
 
54. Devise a suite of policy objectives and actions in the draft development plan to influence positive 

behavioural change which support climate adaptation actions, and endorse approaches for a 
successful and just transition to a low carbon and climate resilient Waterford.  

55. Waterford City and County Council will fully inform the policy objectives relating to renewable 
energy (wind, solar, micro and bio-generation), by way of a review of the Renewable Energy 
Strategy, so as to assist in achieving national targets for renewable energy generation.  

56. Through an iterative process of Strategic Environmental Assessment, Appropriate Assessment and 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, provide land-use zoning objectives and a policy framework which 
is risk averse in terms of climate change impacts, with a particular focus on potential impacts of 
flood risk arising from climate change.  

57. Integrating climate change and adaptation considerations into land-use policy objectives and 
decision-making processes.  

58. Assist and collaborate with communities and government organisations, to build resilience and 
adaptive capacity to impacts of climate change across Waterford. 

59. Integrate the goals and specific objectives Waterford Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019-
2024 into the policy objectives of the draft development plan. 

60. Support the identification and implementation of appropriate and sustainable land use patterns 
and associated policy objectives through a Climate Change Strategy. 

61. Waterford City and County Council will collaborate with the SRA and the Regional Waste 
Management office to develop appropriate strategies and policy objectives relating to the circular 
economy, bio-energy and waste minimisation. 

 
2.1.9 Heritage and Culture 
 
In relation to natural heritage, the main issues that emerged from the public consultation were the 
protection of identified natural heritage areas and the avoidance of habitat loss as a result of new 
development. Submissions referred to the importance of bio-diversity, green spaces, parks, trees, 
natural areas, waterways and greenways. Interest was also expressed in improved Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) and nature-based solutions to drainage, groundwater and wastewater, green 
infrastructure and the management of waste. 
 
The importance of our built heritage was referenced in a number of submissions which requested 
protection and conservation of buildings of historical or architectural significance. 
 
The contribution that the arts and culture make in creating a vibrant, thriving city has been  highlighted 
and it has been suggested that the planning authority should take an active role in identifying and 
providing dedicated work spaces for artists and the creative arts. In addition, a number of submissions 
highlighted the importance of a wide range of sports and recreation facilities to the health and wellbeing 
of the population. 
 
Creativity is increasingly been recognised as supporting innovation and economic development. The 
Creative Ireland programme and planned development of a creative industries ecosystem in the 
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Waterford Cultural Quarter support cultural and economic growth including in employment, tourism 
ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘΦ 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendations: 

62. Ensure that all designated European Sites (SACs/ SPAs) and (p)NHAs are adequately protected from 
inappropriate development. 

 
63.  Ensure the appropriate management of important natural features which have the capacity to 

enhance resilience to climate change, and enhance biodiversity and ecological 
coherence/connectivity, in particular those which are of importance for the migration, dispersal 
and genetic exchange of wild species. 

 
64. Continue to identify and extend a network of locally important biodiversity sites across the city and 
Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛΦŜΦ ¢thΩǎΣ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ .ƭǳŜ 5ƻǘ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 
their resilience to climate change. 

 
65. Increase access to, and engagement with, natural heritage in recognition of its value as natural 

capital and the heath and well being of society. 
 
66. Protect our sensitive landscapes which contribute to the distinctiveness of Waterford as a place and 

its people. 
 

67. Establish Blue Green Infrastructure (Nature Based Solutions) as a key component in the planning 
process, and ensure that environmental resilience and enhanced biodiversity are achieved 
throughout the lifetime of the development plan. 

68. During the life of the development plan prepare a Metropolitan Wide-Open Space, Recreation and 
Greenbelt Strategy pursuant to Waterford MASP PO 21, as set out in the RSES. 

69. Progress a full review of the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) to assess additional structures 
that may benefit from such designations. 

70. Progress a full review of all ACAs to assess additional candidate areas that may benefit from such 
designations. 

71. Promote the development of creative enterprises in the City and County as important components 
of cultural identity and social vitality and enrichment, as well as a key component of the night-time 
and weekend economy, economic growth, and employment creation.  

72. Support Waterford Cultural Quarter as the living hub for creative industry, creative innovation and 
associated events within the South East Region.  

73. Support investment in arts and culture and encourage new and improved arts and culture facilities 
in the interest of community betterment, wellbeing and inclusion.  

74. Recognise the cultural significance of Gaeltacht na nDéise and secure its role as such, in tandem 
with the supporting function of Dungarvan as its service town.  
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2.1.10 Sustainable Communities and Place Making 
 
There was a very strong place-making and community focus to a large number of submissions (24% in 
total). Issues identified focussed on the quality of life, wellbeing, safety, health, inclusivity of 
neighbourhoods and places, for people of all ages and abilities. Access to open space and community 
facilities was also highlighted as an important issue. A large number of submissions specifically 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ΧέWe would like to see the next 
phase of the planning become more aware of the need to provide secure, safe, liveable communities, in 
which the needs of older people are respected and considered as importantέ 
 
Social and community infrastructure provision needs to align with new housing development and those 
already in place so as to support both existing and new residential development in a manner consistent 
with the Hierarchy of Settlements and Related Infrastructure as set out in the NPF A number of 
submissions raised the need for permeability, connectivity, accessibly and the improvements in public 
realm including enhanced pedestrian and cycle infrastructure as key issues. The residential population of 
the City Centre should continue to grow and be supported in the draft development plan. 
 
The role of place-making and the need to actively prioritise regeneration and infill sites in the city 
centre, rural towns and villages was also highlighted. Submissions also suggested that communities be 
supported in showcasing areas of special interest as well as supporting festivals and exhibitions. 
Heritage buildings currently in a state of disrepair should be brought back into use. All public and 
community buildings must be fit for purpose, easily accessible and adaptable for those with abilities and 
disabilities.  
 
¢ƘŜ w{9{ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨThe growth of compact settlements must be in tandem with social, recreation and 
cultural development and it should seek to protect and enhance the identity and character of our unique 
places. Investment in sustainable mobility and enhancing the quality of the public realm will support 
successful urban living and the achievement of compact growthΩΦ bƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 
that the quality and design of our built places can have a major impact on physical and mental health. 
Healthy places rely on social, as much as physical, infrastructure. Therefore the Draft development plan 
will provide for, and implement, a Sustainable Place Framework to ensure the development of quality 
places through integrated planning and consistently excellent design. 
 
 

Strategic Policy Recommendations:  

75. To develop a Sustainable Place Making Framework Strategy to ensure the development of quality 
places through, community engagement, integrated planning and consistently excellent design.  

76. Ensure that all public and private developments follow the four principles of placemaking:  

a. Universally accessible and well connected by way of sustainable modes to other places in the 

area. 

b. Comfortable, well designed, distinct and safe. 

c. Attract and welcome people to participate in activities.  

d. Sociable, green and sustainable environments which support their community, and where people 

want to visit again and again.  
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77. Through community engagement, develop a network of distinct places which are resilient, safe, 
attractive, adaptable and stimulating, which promote sustainable transport modes, which are 
universally accessible to all, which enhance the opportunity for social interaction and which reflect 
and respect the diversity of each community. 

78. In tandem with the Local Economic & Community Plan, develop communities across Waterford, 
which provide improved quality and equitable access to affordable and suitable housing, education, 
employment and community amenities. 

79. Develop the 10-minute city/neighbourhood concept to ensure our city and towns are sustainable, 
liveable and based primarily on the needs of the broader resident community. 

80. Support the regeneration of brownfield and infill sites to achieve higher density populations and a 
mix of uses aligned with strategic infrastructure delivery. 

81. Support the Land Development Agency (LDA) and other agencies to incentivise development on 
state owned lands, brownfield and infill sites, while engaging in Active Land Management to deliver 
the regeneration potential of our city and larger towns.  

82. Develop symbiotic networks of communities and places which through mutual support, strengthen 
the viability and vitality of Waterford. 

83. Enshrine placemaking in all developments across the city and county, to create socially sustainable 
communities and environments. 
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Table 1.                              Submissions from Southern Regional Assembly (SRA) and Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) 
 

Subm
Ref.  
WFD-
C1-Χ 

Author Name/ 
Group 

Summary Opinion & Recommendation of the Chief Exedcutive 

123 Southern Regional 
Assembly (SRA) 

In general the submission identifies specific relevant policies and 
objectives in the RSES which are relevant to the content, strategy, 
policies and objectives of the development plan. 
 
In summary, the submission notes the Las obligations to ensure 
consistency of the development plan with the RSES, as far as 
practicable. Chapter 3 of the RSES is highlighted specifically with 
regard to  settlement strategy and sustainable place framework ς a 
tailored approach and the settlement typology (Table 3.2), as is the 
key challenge identified in the NPF with regard to  the designation and 
transformational development and growth of Waterford City ς noting 
that the development plan will require a strong and distinct focus and 
emphasis on the Metropolitan Area with development objectives to 
reflect the MASP policy objectives. 
 
The submission highlights the importance of the core and settlement 
strategies, advises that the development plan should identify areas 
under strong urban influence, and identifies a number of key and 
relevant policy objectives, and goals, with which the development 
plan should have regard; as well as the importance of co-operation 
and support of Kilkenny County Council and state agencies with regard 
to optimized the successful implementation of proposed anticipated 
growth. 
 
In further summary, the submission provides further advice and 
direction with regard to : 
 
 Compact Growth and Regeneration (ref, also RSES and MASP): 
requiring targeted approaches involving active land management to 
deliver new housing and mixed use development including lands 

Having regard to the ambitions growth targets provided for in the 
NPF/RSES, and the revised local government structure in place for 
Waterford City and County Council since the adoption of the previous 
development plans, it is considered the development of new strategic 
planning and economic development structures will need careful 
attention and consideration during the preparation of the Draft Plan 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ άŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
challenges posed and opportunities arising from the new planning 
policy and infrastructure delivery landscape, noting the 
recommendation that the plan will nonetheless require a strong and 
distinct focus and emphasis on the Metropolitan Area with 
development objectives to reflect the MASP policy objectives.  
 
Development Plan objectives and strategies will be guided by the Core 
Strategy which in turn will be based on National and Regional Policy 
guidance contained in both the NPF and the RSES, including the 
Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (WMASP).  
 
With regard to the core and settlement strategies, it is important to 
note that the translation from population into households, and the 
likely new residential units required, is only possible following a 
number of assumptions regarding economic growth and 
development, associated with household size, and vacancy / 
obsolescence rate etc.  
 
In order to illustrate a possible scenario for the City and County for 
the draft CCDP, projected estimates for the plan period will be used 
based on the best available data from sources such as the CSO and 
Geodirectory. However, it is important to note that assumptions will 
be tested during the preparation of the Housing Strategy and the 
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identified in the WMASP; and also to delivering infrastructure led 
development and retrofit physical and social infrastructure, aligned 
with the principles of integrated land use and transport planning.  The 
submission also notes the collaborative role through the RSES 
objectives, between IW and the LA. 
 
Networks for collaboration/ partnership: ie between the 3No 
southern Cities and their metropolitan areas as an alternative to 
Dublin. Existing road and rail axis are identified in this regard, as is the 
M( axis to Kilkenny, Carlow and Dublin with regard to  a TUSE 
collaborative and innovation partnership 
 
Placemaking: support is noted for the 10-minute cities and town 
neighbourhoods concept.  The important role of local transport plans 
to achieve more connected communities is also noted 
 
Economy and a Smart Region ς refer also to Chapter 4 of the RSES.  
The submission notes the 5 economic principles as set out in the RSES 
(Smart Specialisation, Clustering, Placemaking for Enterprise 
Development, Knowledge Diffusion and Capacity Building) and the 
inclusion of objectives, policies and mechanisms to assist and secure 
the development of the strategic economic development locations. 
The 
 submission notes that the role of the City as the regionΩs economic 
driver should be developed around the unique strengths and 
opportunities of Waterford in delivering on RSES Strategy Statement 5 
to build a Ψcompetitive, innovative and productive economyΩ; by using 
catalysts (eg TUSE), international trade and physical links through the 
Port of Waterford, Waterford Airport and Rosslare Europort, and by 
supporting synergies between talent and place etc. Refer also to sect. 
4.2 of the RSES ς economic strategy and policies to reflected in those 
of the development plan. 
The submission also highlights the need for the development plan 
policies to support the delivery of actions under the South-East 
Regional Enterprise Plan, South-East Regional Skills Forum and in the 
Local Economic Community Plan. 
 
Transport and Connectivity:   The preparation of transport and 

Housing Needs Demand Assessment (HNDA) so that the Core Strategy 
provides a robust, evidence base for the future unit requirement for 
the City and County for the period of the plan. 
 
It is intended that as the residential capacity audits are prepared for 
the city and main settlements in the county, that the quantum of 
optimized and brownfield land will be finely balanced to achieve the 
objectives of the NPF and RSES for the Southern Regional Assembly, 
and this will be balanced against historical growth trends and the 
availability of infrastructure, especially water services capacity, and 
environmental considerations. 
 
The NPF seeks to make our cities, towns and villages the places where 
many more people choose to live, work and visit. For this to come to 
fruition our towns and villages need to be more attractive, vibrant and 
liveable places, offering a quality of life package that more people are 
willing to choose in the years ahead. The NPF places a strong 
emphasis on compact growth, placemaking and the development of 
sustainable communities highlighting the need to plan effectively for 
the provision of green infrastructure as we continue to invest in and 
strengthen our settlements.  
 
The Plan will focus on compact urban growth and regeneration, 
networks for collaboration/ partnership, strengthening appropriate 
sustainable rural development, identify and progress infrastructure 
priorities and programmes (including those associated with green and 
blueways), promote and strengthen transport/ mobility strategies and 
connectivity, and address other imperatives such as protecting natural 
and built heritage, promoting and facilitating higher education 
initiatives and the formulation of the TUSE, as well as supporting, 
strengthening, and promoting tourism.  
 
Many of the green infrastructure assets in our towns are already 
protected by existing open space zonings. Other areas, such as areas 
of biodiversity/ habitat value, river corridors and some areas at risk of 
flooding, which have the potential to form part of a green 
infrastructure network in the future, are not currently reserved for 
that purpose. A strategy for green infrastructure will be investigated 
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mobility policies in the new Development Plan is a major challenge to 
represent the ambition of the NPF, RSES and MASP for Waterford City 
and for the County where the strategic policy framework for transport 
and mobility will have to address four distinct elements which are 
noted. The submission notes further that the delivery of cycle routes 
and greenway and blueway corridor projects such as expanding on the 
success of the Waterford Greenway are cited in the RSES for regional 
support but of equal importance from a regional perspective are 
smaller, cost effective measures to enhance walking and cycling 
permeability within and between our settlements. RPO 174 especially 
is a strong support for Local Authority policy and actions to improve 
walking and cycling facilities within and between settlements. 
 
Marine: mention is made of WaterfordΩs role as a potential first 
mover under Marine Spatial Planning (RPO 78), and the NB roles of 
Port of Waterford and the National Fishery Harbour at Dunmore East. 
Marine assets and sectors are highlighted including their support to 
development plan policy on marine potential.  Specific mention is 
ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ IŀǊōƻǳǊ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩ ǘƻ ōŜ 
prepared through the coordination of the Local Authorities and key 
stakeholders as required under RSES objective 79 and Waterford 
MASP Objective 21. Development Plan support to progress this 
initiative is strongly encouraged to assist a strong role for Waterford 
and the Region in Marine Spatial Planning. 
 
Green Infrastructure (GI): expand to include green and blue 
infrastructure (GBI) and also nature-based solutions (NBS), and 
including Ψecosystem servicesΩ ς these should inform actions and 
strategy around economic development, infrastructure & 
placemaking. Note is made of the fact that the SRA are a partner 
region on the EU Interreg Europe Blue Green City project, and will 
seek to disseminate learnings, good practices and knowledge to 
improve GBI policy and integration in projects. 
 
Metropolitan Open Space: MASP requires a Metropolitan Open 
Space, Recreation and Greenbelt Strategy is developed including the 
identification of a location for a new Regional Scale Park within the 
Metropolitan Area (Refer to WMPO 21) ς will require close co-

as part of the Draft Plan to raise awareness of the importance of 
environmentally designated sites, river and canal corridors, and green 
spaces to enhance opportunities for recreation and tourism and in 
adapting to climate change. It will also consider appropriate policies to 
support strengthening, expanding (to include blueways) and delivery 
of enhanced Green Blue Infrastructure (GBI) infrastructure and 
biodiversity. 
 
The Council will continue to actively undertake a leadership role to 
progress and secure the Development Plan and Housing Strategy 
policies and objectives. In providing this leadership role, the Council 
will foster a collaborative approach with citizens, stakeholders, 
sectoral interests, and adjoining authorities to achieve collective 
support and successful implementation of the Plan. The Council are 
fully aware that successful implementation of a significant number of 
the policies and objectives of the Plan will necessitate on-going 
collaboration and a shared ambition across a range of agencies and 
stakeholders. 
 
The NPF targets for the delivery of housing raise a significant 
challenge in terms of the current economic context for the city and 
county, as well as the housing market, the issue of viability and 
impacts of the NPF. Measures to bring the required number of sites to 
the market are limited at local authority level at present. This needs to 
be clearly recognized, and additional stimulus measures and resources 
provided to ensure such constraints are addressed. This matter will be 
explored further during the preparation of the draft plan and the 
Council will continue to work with the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage and all other stakeholders in order to 
address these challenges. 
 
Further to the above, it is nonetheless crucial to optimized that 
population growth should be jobs led, which has associated 
infrastructural services requirements. Such growth raises the critical 
issue of securing the required level of infrastructural services 
development in the coming decade(s) around the delivery of essential 
transport and water services infrastructure, and the need to ensure 
alignment between where people work and live to reduce the need to 
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operation with Kilkenny County Council (KCC); 
 
Other topics briefly touched on, include: Climate Action; Heritage & 
Culture, Environmental Assessment,and Inclusive Communities and 
Places ς For Waterford there is a specific objective to extend the 
UNESCO Learning City status to Waterford to optimize the 
opportunities for lifelong learning for all its citizens. This designation 
will build on the success of Cork and Limerick as UNESCO Learning 
Cities 
 
Other Comments: Appendix 1 provides a summary of some of the key 
RPOs and Waterford Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan Policy 
Objectives (WMASP Pos) that support the themes raised in the Issues 
Paper. 

travel and facilitate travel by active and sustainable modes. 
 
Notwithstanding existing government national and regional policy, the 
Council is likely to be severely challenged in relation to securing such 
required investment without the necessary political and state 
commitment, and associated capital budget, to facilitate such 
necessary infrastructure provision to facilitate the required/ projected 
population growth. 
 
While the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF), when 
adopted, will shape policy in the maritime area at a high level, it is 
important that the draft plan policy and objectives continue to 
facilitate appropriate, sustainable development aimed at ensuring our 
coastal communities can thrive in a healthy, supportive environment, 
and allow them opportunities to enhance and develop their economic 
activities whilst supporting a sustainable living and quality of life.  
 
The Draft Plan will incorporate an evidence based Core Strategy that 
will accord with the provisions set out in the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 as amended, the NPF and the RSES for the 
Southern Regional Assembly and current Core Strategy Guidelines 
(2010) and any new Guidelines that may emerge between now and 
the publication of the Draft Plan.   
 
The population and housing targets for the County will include an 
analysis of current demographic and population data trends in a 
HNDA and form the basis for objectives and policies in an evidence 
based and sequential manner. It should noted that since the 
publication of the NPF, NPF Roadmap and the RSES there has been 
considerable change in many areas as a consequence of the pandemic 
(remote working etc) which may lead to new development trends 
which were not a factor when current national and regional 
frameworks and strategies were been prepared. Therefore, it is 
important that these potential emerging trends are optimized, and 
their implications considered carefully in preparing the draft plan.  
 
It is recommended that the Draft Plan will set out policies and 
objectives to drive the re-development of Brownfield/infill sites as 
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ΨhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ {ƛǘŜǎΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ 
addition, the Council will, when appropriate, apply for funding under 
various funding streams to facilitate the regeneration of town/village 
centres. The Council will continue to advocate for additional funding 
and activation measures to deliver on the targets that will be set out 
in the draft plan.  
 
It is recommended that following the adoption of the NMPF, the Draft 
Plan would include measures necessary to secure the objectives of 
same, as well as consistency and alignment between the NMPF, 
regional based approaches to maritime spatial planning, and 
optimized coastal management plans and integrated coastal zone 
management plans.  
 
Recognising the multifunctional benefits of GI, it is recommended that 
the new plan will incorporate and mainstream green infrastructure as 
a key concept in the plan within wider policies for example 
placemaking, climate change and in relation to more specific land use 
proposals in the plan. The plan will also optimise the concept of Blue 
Infrastructure as an integral element of Green Infrastructure, ie GBI.  
At a settlement level the Draft Plan will seek to further develop the 
concept of ecological/green space corridors or networks identifying 
existing and possible future green infrastructure and highlighting the 
potential for interconnectivity between such features. 
 
The draft plan will seek to encourage green infrastructure/nature-
based solutions as an alternative to more traditional engineered 
solutions where feasible, and optimisethe potential multifunctional 
benefits of such forms of infrastructure. It is also recommended to 
include policies and objectives which promote the integration of 
sustainable water management solutions such as SUDS. 
 
WCCC has engaged with both the Southern Regional Assembly and 
Kilkenny County Council to commence dialogue regarding MASP 
implementation which will include for the delivery of the Joint Retail 
Strategy, consistent with Waterford MASP Policy Objective 19. While 
the timely delivery of the strategy will be dependent on the input of a 
number of stakeholders, WCCC is fully committed to delivering the 
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strategy as part of the development plan preparation process.  
WCCC, in a manner consistent with the NPF and SRA RSES, considers 
the role of WIT/TUSE being critical to the delivery of a Learning City 
and County. To this end WCCC has engaged with WIT/TUSE to 
consider how best to deliver a Learning City and County and will 
continue to define a collaborative approach to this during the 
development plan preparation period. The enhancement of the role 
and prominence of WIT/TUSE will be a core consideration for policy 
objectives of the draft development plan 
 
The Draft Plan will include policies and objectives to promote and 
support all of the relevant National Policy Outcomes as contained in 
the National Planning Framework, and comply with all statutory 
requirements and ministerial guidance, including Flood Risk 
Assessment, SEA and AA. 
 

229 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Planning 
Regulator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterford Metro Area: Fulfilling the growth targets of Waterford city 
and suburbs as a driver for the region will necessitate funding, 
investment, delivery of infrastructure and collaboration between 
metropolitan areas and the forthcoming development plan should 
give thorough consideration to the provision of these core policy 
objectives which are supported by SRA RSES. 
 
 
 
 

WCCC optimized the importance of pursuing the target populations 
set out in the RSES for both the city and county. In particular it is 
optimized that the delivery of infrastructure led development for the 
MASP area will be dependent on investment and collaboration with 
principle stakeholders through an implementation body. WCCC will 
work closely with relevant parties including KCC, the SRA and other 
statutory bodies and service providers to secure a sustainable and 
infrastructure led future for the MASP area.  
 
Clear reference will be made in the draft development plan to 
implementing an approach to the development of the MASP area 
which is consistent with the SRA RSES and supporting the role of the 
SRA in putting in place an implementation group consistent with RPO 
226 of the SRA RSES. The core strategy will clearly identify how it is 
envisaged the MASP area will grow in a concentric manner, subject to 
delivery of critical infrastructure required to support the sustainable 
rebalancing of the city.  
 

Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy: The overall population target 
for the county in the Core Strategy is required to be consistent with 
the NPF Implementation Roadmap, with the projected growth of 
settlements also required to be consistent with the policy objectives 

WCCC optimized the importance of setting out a core and settlement 
strategy/hierarchy which are consistent with the NPF, SRA RSES, S28 
Guidance and Section 10 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended (The Act) in terms of the location, layout and design of 
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of the NPF and the RSES concerning the distribution of population 
growth. The submission also notes that the most significant element 
in developing the draft plan is that the formulation of the Core 
Strategy should be in line with section 10 of the Act and that it must 
meet the relevant specific planning policy requirements (SPPRs) 
specified in Ministerial guidelines issued under section 28 of the Act. 
 

new development in particular and promotion of sustainable patterns 
of development. The settlement hierarchy will clearly identify and 
elaborate on the role of Waterford City and MASP as a Regional City, 
Dungarvan as a designated Key Town, the urban settlements of 
Tramore, Portlaw, Dunmore East and Lismore, the importance of the 
Gaeltacht and the important local service and community role of 
larger and smaller rural settlements.   
 
The draft development plan will clearly set out in tabular, written and 
map formats how the target population growth across all urban 
settlements, aggregated rural settlements and the open countryside 
will be delivered in a manner which is consistent with national and 
regional policy. Furthermore the draft development plan will clearly 
define areas of rural Waterford which are under strong urban 
influence. There will also be a clear policy statement regarding the 
future provision of local and urban area plans for particular locations 
which will be required to be consistent with the core strategy of the 
adopted development plan in due course. 
 

Compact Growth:  Significant pǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
population growth will need to be allocated to the Waterford MASP, 
the Key Town of Dungarvan, and larger settlements consistent with 
the RSES. The submission calls for the draft development plan should 
include an implementation strategy and measures for achieving 
national and regional targets which would be consistent with RPO 10 
of the RSES.  
  

WCCC is acutely aware that the delivery of population growth is 
dependent on enabling infrastructure and there needs to be a focused 
implementation strategy relating in particular to enabling 
infrastructure which supports employment and population growth 
targets. It is critical that the identification of regeneration sites for 
redevelopment and the Tiered Approach to Zoning are fully informed 
and aligned where necessary to such a strategy.  
 
The draft development plan will include specific targets which will 
seek to release lands for regeneration within Waterford City and the 
urban settlements across the county in a manner which is aligned with 
the provision of additional infrastructure where a deficit exists. 
Furthermore WCCC will apply a Tiered Approach to Zoning consistent 
with the NPF and include a schedule of infrastructural projects where 
necessary to facilitate specified Tier 2 land-use zoning provisions. 
Finally development management quantitative and qualitative 
standards will be set out to ensure an appropriate high quality of 
development is built across the city and county. The targets of the 
core strategy and derived policies, along with the relevant actions 
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seeking their delivery, will be monitored during the lifetime of the 
development plan. 2 
 

Urban Regeneration: The policy objectives in the draft development 
plan shall ensure that they promote and enhance urban areas as 
attractive places to live and work accommodating diverse and 
integrated communities and that the draft plan set out strategic 
regeneration sites for both residential and employment purposes 
having regard to Section 7.3 and 8.6 of the RSES.  
 

WCCC notes the specific provisions of RPO 202 ς 207 relating to our 
environment and built heritage and policies relating to place making 
as being key enablers to urban regeneration in particular. The details 
set out in Appendix 3 relating to Sustainable Place Framework are of 
particular note for the Waterford City MASP. It is important that 
opportunities for quality Placemaking are fully explored throughout 
the preparation process of the draft development plan and the 
ongoing role of meaningful citizen engagement will be fully integrated 
in the assessment of our places so as to fully inform the final 
development plan. 
 
The draft development plan will include policy objectives and 
strategies to commence the long term delivery of quality places for all 
locations across Waterford (urban and rural) which support 
individuals, communities, and the economy and enhance our heritage 
and biodiversity assets.  
 

Transport and Infrastructure: The submission call for the preparation 
of the Local Transport Plans in the forthcoming draft development 
plan, and the Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy, in 
liaison with key stakeholders, which will ensure an integrated land use 
and transportation approach. 
 
The OPR also would encourage the planning authority to include 
modal shift targets to be achieved over the plan period, aligned to 
relevant implementation measures, in order to achieve meaningful 
improvements in Greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions and energy use 
in line with section 10(2)(n) of the Act. 

In collaboration with the NTA, WCCC is actively engaged in the 
preparation of the WMATS and ABTA for City South West 
neighbourhood. WCCC is also liaising with the NTA in terms of the role 
out of cycle networks and the broader assessment of demand 
management across the city. As part of the development plan 
preparation process WCCC will be considering LTP for Dungarvan Key 
Town and other urban settlements. Such LTP will be used to inform 
subsequent LAPs for relevant settlements. The identification of modal 
shift targets as a means of monitoring implementation of the 
development plan policy is a reasonable approach. 
 
Policy objectives will be included to ensure full support for 
implementing provisions for infrastructure and other measures set 
out in WMATS, ABTAs and LTPs. In addition the policy objectives of 
the draft plan will seek to identify opportunities across rural county 
Waterford to facilitate a transition to sustainable transport modes to 
support more sustainable travel patterns but to enhance the amenity 
and health of all citizens and their communities. A monitoring strategy 
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will be devised in order to measure the success of implementing the 
strategy and associated policy objectives.  
 

Economic Development and Employment: The submission calls for 
the preparation of a Joint or Multi-Authority Retail Strategy, in 
collaboration with the neighbouring authorities, which will provide a 
platform for future growth for the region, without adversely 
impacting on the retail viability and vitality in other smaller 
settlements in the region, and shall inform the upcoming 
development plan review. The submission also states that the 
forthcoming development plan should provide for the necessary 
infrastructure to support the upgrade of WIT to TUSE and support for 
its future expansion. 
 

WCCC has engaged with both the SRA and KCC to commence dialogue 
regarding MASP implementation which will include for the delivery of 
the Joint Retail Strategy, consistent with WMASP Policy Objective 19. 
While the timely delivery of the strategy will be dependent on the 
input of a number of stakeholders, WCCC is fully committed to 
delivering the strategy as part of the development plan preparation 
process.  
WCCC, in a manner consistent with the NPF and SRA RSES, considers 
the role of WIT/TUSE being critical to the delivery of a Learning City 
and County. To this end WCCC has engaged with WIT/TUSE to 
consider how best to deliver a Learning City and County and will 
continue to define a collaborative approach to this during the 
development plan preparation period. The enhancement of the role 
and prominence of WIT/TUSE will be a core consideration for policy 
objectives of the draft development plan.   
 
The draft development plan will be informed by a new retail strategy 
for the city and county and it is intended that a joint strategy as per 
WMASP PO 19 will also be completed in time to inform the final 
development plan. In terms of the Learning City and County, WCCC is 
committed to placing this concept at the core of the vision, goals and 
policy objectives of the upcoming draft development plan.  
 

Rural Development: The submission states that the forthcoming 
development plan should have appropriate measures to protect the 
cultural identity of Gaeltacht communities of An Rinn and An Sean 
Phobal and provide for measures for Gaeltacht competitiveness 
advantages for enterprise. 
 

The role of Gaeltacht na nDéise as a key economic enabler and core 
cultural element of Waterford must be optimized and nurtured in a 
manner which is consistent with the provisions of the SRA RSES (In 
particular RPO 195: Language Plans, RPO 196: Economic Development 
& RPO 197: Irish Language Networks). The area, consisting of a 
principle network of four rural nodes and with a population in excess 
of 1,816 (Census 2016) may require a more granular local level of 
planning in order to capture and consider the issues which are 
particular to the characteristics of the Gaeltacht and its community 
along with the broader connect to Dungarvan as a designated 
Gaeltacht Service Town.   
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The draft development plan will include policy objectives to support 
the implementation of the SRA RSES as they relate to Gaeltacht na 
nDéise, the requirements of the Act and the broader objectives of 
Údaras na Gaeltachta. It is also recommended that a LAP be prepared 
to address local language and cultural issues, the unique economic 
opportunities and the spatial land-use context which are unique to the 
community of Gaeltacht na nDéise and its service town.  
 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA): The forthcoming 
development plan review should have full regard to the proposed 
development of flood relief schemes in Aglish, Ballyduff and 
Dungarvan & Environs, Dunmore East, Portlaw, Ringaphuca, Tallow, 
Tramore & Environs and Waterford. The planning authority will need 
to undertake adequate flood risk assessment to determine if there is 
sufficient information to inform zoning decisions or if further more 
detailed analysis is required. 
 

WCCC has reviewed the SFRA for Waterford City and County and is 
committed to ensuring the land-use zoning objectives are consistent 
with the requirement of S. 28 Ministerial Guidelines, ensuring that 
vulnerable land uses are not located in flood zones, and that all 
development across the city and county is resilient to the impact of 
climate change and flooding.  
 
The policy objectives of the draft development plan and its land-use 
zoning provisions, will be fully informed by a contemporary Stage 2 
SFRA which will also be optimize to fully inform the associated SEA. 
 

Climate Action and Energy: To ensure Ireland meets its national 
targets and commitments to increase renewable energy supply and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the submission states that the 
promotion of renewable energy within the county should be in 
accordance with the section 28 Wind Energy Development Guidelines 
(2006), Circular Letter PL 5/2017: Interim Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Change 
and Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006 ς Update on Review 
(July 2017), or any replacement guidelines issued by the Minister.  
 

WCCC is committed to playing its part in addressing the challenges of 
climate change, and the move towards indigenous energy security, 
the transition away from reliance on fossil fuels, and the move to a 
low carbon economy. All these can be achieved through a number of 
measures which will be supported in the draft plan, including the 
development of renewable energy.  
 
WCCC notes the content of the SRA RSES with regard to Maritime 
Spatial Planning (Section 4.9.1) and offshore optimized and onshore 
commercial/community development (RPO 99). In this regard it is 
important that the current Renewable Energy Strategy is reviewed in 
order to consider new national renewable energy targets, that WCCC 
engages with relevant neighbouring Local Authorities to develop a 
Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for Waterford Harbour, and that 
opportunities presented for Waterford by both Green and Celtic Link 
interconnectors and Operation and Maintenance (O&M) port 
activities associated with offshore optimized are optimized.  
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Table 2.                                                                                           Written Submissions Received  
 

Subm
Ref.  
WFD-
C1-Χ 

Author Name/ 
Group 

Summary Opinion & Recommendation of the Chief Executive 

1 Department of 
Communications 
Climate Action & 
Environment (DCCAE) 

The submission by the Waste Policy and Resources Efficiency Division 
of the DCCAE asks the Council to consult directly with the Regional 
Waste Management Planning Office regarding the development of the 
final plans. 
 

The content of the submission is noted, and the draft development 
plan policy objectives will be informed by further consultation with 
the Regional Waste Management Office, as suggested.  

2 Copper Coast 
UNESCO Global 
Geopark 

The submission on behalf of Copper Coast UNESCO Global Geopark 
(Copper Coast Geopark Ltd) asks the Council to support the UNESCO 
Global Geopark status of the Copper Coast Geopark in Co.Waterford 
as a key goal within the new development plan. The UNESCO Global 
Geopark branding of the area facilitates the social and economic 
development of the area through its operation, and offers enormous 
potential to attract visitors from all over the world. The submission 
notes that the Copper Coast Geopark Ltd is one of the few 
organisations within Waterford directly committed to working 
towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

A successful tourism sector creates significant benefits for many other 
sectors such as agriculture, food and drinks, transport and retail. 
WCCC is aware of the importance of the UNESCO Global Geopark 
(Copper Coast Geopark LTD) to the tourist product of Waterford and 
the South East.  
 
The draft plan will include for objectives to support and enhance in a 
sustainable fashion the existing tourism product of the UNESCO 
Global Geopark (Copper Coast Geopark LTD). The draft plan will be 
consistent with RSES RPO 53 Tourism and RPO 54 Tourism and the 
Environment.  
 

3 Richie Daly, Open 
Parkland Amenity ς 
Dunmore Road 

Submission states that parkland is an essential amenity in any urban 
or suburban area and should be prioritised in future development 
plans for Waterford. The submission makes specific reference to the 
requirement for open, versatile parkland which is accessible by 
foot/bike in the Dunmore Road area given the existing surrounding 
large population and residential base. 

WCCC recognises the need to provide new open space and parks 
within the Metropolitan area of Waterford City which will provide for 
the recreational needs of the residents.  
 
The draft plan will include objectives which support the provision of 
new open space and parks in the Waterford MASP area. The draft plan 
will be consistent with RSES RPO 200 Green Infrastructure and 
Recreation and Waterford MASP Policy Objective No. 21. 
 

4 Environmental 
Protection Agency, 
Scoping Submission 

{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9t! ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ Ǿƛŀ 
the attached guidance dƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ Ψ{9! ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ 
Plans ς 9t! wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
this guidance document is taken into account in preparing the Plan 

The plans will be reviewed in line with all statutory requirements and 
Section 28 Ministerial Planning Guidance, Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment, SEA and AA. 
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and SEA. Key environmental considerations to be taken into account 
in addition to guidance document, include:  
- {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ς An 
Assessment 2016 (EPA, 2016); 
 - Importance & value of community engagement; 
 - Describing the links with the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 
Development and related SDGs. Relevant targets and actions in 
LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ {5D LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ό5//!9Σ нлмуύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
integrated as appropriate into the Plan; 
 - Availability (existing and proposed) of critical services infrastructure;  
- Integration of transportation and land-use planning;  
- Biodiversity: The Plan should include specific actions/objectives and 
commitments to protect designated habitats and protected species 
(and associated ecological corridors/linkages) within, and adjacent to, 
the Plan area;  
- Climate Action: ClƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ нлмфΤ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Dŀǎ 
Emissions Projections for 2018-2040; Integrating Climatic Factors into 
the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process in Ireland; Local 
Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guideline; Integration of 
Climatic Factors into SEA in Ireland; 
 - Coastal Zone Management: The Plan should include specific coastal 
zone management objectives and should consider future climate 
scenarios in terms of predicted higher sea levels and periods of 
increased frequency of storm conditions and associated flooding. The 
Plan should ensure the protection of ecological 
buffers/marshlands/estuaries, in order that the effects of coastal 
squeeze on protected species/designated habitats can be managed 
appropriately where possible. The role which estuaries and marshes 
play in terms of flood alleviation could also be highlighted.  
- A number of suggested key plans and programmes (national; 
regional and sectoral) are also identified, as are a number of mapping, 
GIS and web tools etc which can be availed of through various links, as 
information/ baseline resources; 
 - A reminder is provided of the other Environmental authorities with 
which the LA should consult, in accordance with the SEA Regulations. 
 

5 Kevin McGrath, The 
Blue Crane Bistro 

Sketch proposal for a bistro/ tourist centre to be located at the blue 
crane on the South Quays, Waterford City. 

WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
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  environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
  The draft plan will recognize the importance of placemaking in 
providing an attractive place to live with a high quality of life for all 
our communities. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 31 
Sustainable Place Framework.  
 

6 Kevin McGrath, 
Cultural Centre 

Proposal, including drawings, of a proposed cultural centre with 
outdoor performance space, at 3 and 4 Georges Street, Waterford 
City. 
 

WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
:  The draft plan will recognize the importance of placemaking in 
providing an attractive place to live with a high quality of life for all 
our communities. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 31 
Sustainable Place Framework.  
 

7 Garrett Wyse, 
Tramore Community 
Theatre Group 

Theatre Group in Tramore looking to find and develop a place for the 
performance of the Arts in Tramore. 
 

The presence of a vibrant arts and culture sector contributes to the 
attractiveness of the city and county for visitors, workers and 
investors and enhances its reputation regionally, nationally and 
internationally. 
 
WCCC is generally supportive of proposals that support the 
development arts and cultural venues providing space for the arts and 
culture in local communities. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 191, Cultural 
and Creative Sectors, RPO 19, Cultural Policies. 
 

8 Kevin McGrath, 
Manor Street Trees 
and Gardens  

New one way road system in the city discourages access to main 
shops/ cafes from the Dunmore direction and the Quay. However, 
quality of previous dangerous junctions is better. Placemaking ς 
Potential for wide Manor Street to be narrowed, with an avenue of 
trees planted on the South East side of the road. 
 

WCCC is generally supportive of proposals that enhance placemaking 
so long as they are consistent with the NFP and RSES.  
 
The preparation of the draft development plan and its content will be 
informed by the WMATS and finer grain ABTAs in addition to the 
Waterford City PLUTS. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 
10 Compact Growth in Metropolitan Areas, RPO 34 Regeneration, 
Brownfield and Infill Development  
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9 Kevin McGrath, Wyse 
Park Area 

Suggested urban/ Landscape design proposal layout for Wyse Park 
area provided. 
  

WCCC recognises the need to enhance existing open space and parks. 
 
 As mentioned elsewhere in this report the draft plan will include 
objectives which support the enhancement of existing open space and 
parks in the Waterford MASP area.  
 

10 Kevin McGrath, 
Viking Ship Planting 

Planting proposal provided for the base of the existing Viking Ship at 
RŜƎƛƴŀƭŘΩǎ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
  

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans. The draft plan will recognize the importance of placemaking in 
providing an attractive place to live with a high quality of life for all 
our communities. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 31 
Sustainable Place Framework.  
 

11 Gooee (Margaret M.) 
hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ 

Develop existing Old Market House for additional art space by 
extending it above the existing car parking area, and including 
extensive glazing; expand the scope/ function of the building to 
incorporate its original use ς as a permanent market for local art 
works; revise opening times to include after hours times and no 
lunchtime closing. The extended building will enhance the existing 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊȅ [ŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΩ 
format or idea will benefit a larger number of artists in the area, and 
create a larger art hub. This extended venue will present a large very 
attractive art-focused place for visitors to the town to visit. 
 

As mentioned above the presence of a vibrant arts and culture 
contributes to the attractiveness of the city and county.  
 
 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals that support the 
development of a network of community arts and cultural hubs 
providing space for arts and culture in local communities. The Council 
will consider such projects in greater detail as opportunities arise and 
through local/urban area plans. The draft plan will be consistent with 
RSES RPO 191 Cultural and Creative Sectors, RPO 192 Cultural Policies 
and Objectives, RPO 194 Arts, Heritage and Culture. 

12 Kevin McGrath, 
Parade Quay 
Waterford City 

Illustrated suggestion provided wrt promoting local industry ς eg 
Hasbro monopoly pieces used as large art/ sculpture pieces around 
the city, including the south quay 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of placemaking proposals where they 
are consistent with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an 
appropriate level of environmental assessment. The Council will 
consider such projects in greater detail as opportunities arise and 
through local/urban area plans.  
 

13 Kevin McGrath, The 
Quay Waterford. 

Illustrated upgrade proposal provided for the base of the Tall Ships 
sculpture on The Quay, Waterford City. 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
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14 Kevin McGrath, 
Student competition 
to Upcycle waste as a 
fascade. 

Suggested student competition to upcycle waste as a façade for an 
ugly building at The Glen, Waterford City 
 

  WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

15 Kevin McGrath, The 
Maryland external 
restoration 
Waterford City 
 

Elevation illustration provided of how The Maryland, The Mall, could 
be upgraded to improve its visual appearance, with a request to 
please try and ensure the building gets restored/ improved 
 

WCCC welcomes and is generally supportive of initiatives that 
facilitate the regeneration of derelict buildings and vacant sites.   
WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans. 
 

16 Kevin McGrath, 
Waterford Arundel 
Yards Proposal 2020 

A city centre commercial and residential rejuvenation proposal ς 
Arundel Yards area 
 

WCCC is supportive of proposals for rejuvenation/ regeneration of city 
and town centres. 
 
 The Council will consider such projects in greater detail as 
opportunities arise and through local/urban area plans and were they 
are consistent with the NFP and RSES. The draft plan will be consistent 
with RSES RPO 10 Compact Growth in Metropolitan Areas, RPO 11 Key 
Towns, PRO 34 Regeneration, Brownfield and Infill Development, RPO 
36 Land Development Agency, Waterford MAPS Policy Objective 1. 
 

17 Kevin McGrath,  The 
Guillamene UGLY 
since 2013 
 

Proposals provided to alter the Guillamene swimming facility in 
Tramore, and improve its appearance. 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

18 Kevin McGrath, 
Tramore Prom. 

Illustrated proposal provided for outdoor seating and serveries ς kiosk 
suggestion that could be lifted away in winter; using repurposed 
shipping containers. 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

19 Kevin McGrath, 
William Street and 

Proposals (including curved bridge) to improve/ amend traffic flows 
on William Street and in the vicinity of the Peoples Park in order to 

WCCC is generally supportive of proposals so long as they are 
consistent with the NFP and RSES.  
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Canada Street alleviate traffic congestion. 
 

 
 The preparation of the draft development plan and its content will be 
informed by the WMATS and finer grain area based transport 
assessments in addition to the Waterford City PLUTS.  
 

20 Amadeus 
Productions  

Weather proof/ covid proof performances area to encourage tourism 
and feel safe in Tramore AND Dunhill. A solid overhead structure with 
no walls/or tent sides. Suggest the Racecourse in Tramore, and The 
Amptheatre in Dunhill ς would comprise an extra Tourism attraction 
 
1. Near the free playground area by the boating lake in Tramore  
2. In the Racecourse in Tramore  
3. Over the Amphitheatre area on the Anne Valley Walk in Dunhill. 
 

WCCC is aware of the importance to support tourism during/post 
covid-19. As mentioned above a successful tourism sector creates 
significant knock on benefits for local communities and other sectors 
such as food and drinks and transport.  
 
 The draft plan will include objectives to develop, support and 
enhance, in a sustainable fashion, the tourism product of Waterford 
city and county. 
 

21 Garrett Wyse, 
Tramore 

Submission seeks Development of the train station and site as per 
submission made to council previously. 
 

Tramore Railway Station Building has received funding in recent years 
through the Towns and Villages Renewal Scheme and 
WCCC is generally supportive of proposals that would enhance the 
built heritage of Tramore Town.  
 
  The Council will consider such projects in greater detail as 
opportunities arise and through local/urban area plans.  
 

22 Kevin McGrath  Wyse Park New Entrace, Johns Lane Waterford City: Urban/ landscape 
design proposal provided for anew/ upgraded Wyse Park entrance 
 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

23 Irish Aviation 
Authority  

No observation to make 
 

N/A 

24 
31 
32 
33 
35 
37 
39 
40 

Avice White 
Martina Coonan 
Siobhan McGrath 
Aidan McCarthy 
Goncalo Gomes 
[ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 
Michelle McCarthy 
Sasa Repas 

Submission highlights the need for a 25m swimming pool in 
Dungarvan and West Waterford. Swimming is a life skill, and as a sport 
continues to grow in Ireland and abroad.  
 
Swimming pools in the hotels are no longer available to the swim club 
nor Irish Water Safety.  
 
Dungarvan Barracuda Swim Club - have in excess of 150 local children 

The contents of the submission are noted and will inform the Draft 
Plan preparation. In relation to new leisure and recreation facilities, 
the development of such facilities is generally supported, and the 
Council is continually working to develop new facilities, subject to 
funding.  
 
The social, community and economic benefits from improving 
community facilities and tourism offers within the City and County are 
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42 
46 
51 
53 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
73 
76 
80 
81 
82 
84 
90 
91 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
107 
111 
122 
128 
131 
144 
150 
151 
195 
 

Lisa Mulhall 
Claire Morrissey 
John McCarthy 
Sarah Nyhan 
Richella Ryan 
Yvonne Whelan 
Anne-Marie Power 
Eibhlin Drohan 
Fionnuala McGrath 
Patrick Hallahan 
Thomas Scanlan 
Maggie UiMhurchu 
Caroline Ryan 
Trudy Devereux 
Patricia Connors 
tŀǳƭ hΩDƻǊƳŀƴ 
Brigid Coffey 
Máire Flynn 
Sarah McCabe 
WŀƴŜ hΩ{ƘŜŀ 
Timothy Keegan 
Catalina Saldarriaga 
Judit McNally 
Siobhan Kirwan 
bƛŀƳƘ hΩwŜƎŀƴ 
Shanron Higgins 
Críostóir Ó Faoláin 
Silvia Ní Mhuirí 
David McNally 
Nicola Ferguson 
Sinead Ryan 

participating in swimming training, and Para swimmers (including a 
World Championship entrant)  
 
Children have to travel to Waterford city at 5 am to train.  
Strong triathlon club: 90 children in the junior section alone; also adult 
members who train regularly. 
 
Irish Water Safety would also use the pool - no lifesaving classes in 
Dungarvan anymore.  
 
100 adult members in the Open Water Swim Club: would also use the 
pool to train in the winter.  
 
All the schools in the area would use the pool during the school day.  
 
Swimming galas - typically run over one or two full days most months 
- opportunity to bring business to the town.  
 
A municipal pool would ensure access by all income groups without 
the need for annual membership subscriptions 
 

recognised and acknowledged. Community and Tourism related 
policies and objectives will support the sustainable development of 
related facilities and services. 
 
The issues addressed in this submission will be considered at a 
settlement level as part of the Development Plan plan-making 
process.  
 
It should also be noted that whilst the Development Plan is a 
framework document, and can put relevant policies and objectives in 
place relating to existing and future development, it is not an 
implementation plan. In this regard, certain matters relating to 
specific individual proposed developments are outside the scope of 
the development plan and plan making process.  

25 Geological Survey 
Ireland 

 

Provide recommended policy inclusions: "to protect from 
inappropriate development the scheduled list of geological heritage 
sites [Appendix X]." Or "to protect from inappropriate development 
the following list of County Geological Sites" 
 

WCCC recognises the importance to conserve, manage and where 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
geological heritage.   
 
¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
geological heritage. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 



52 | P a g e 
 

126 Biodiversity.  
 

26 Chris Purnell, 
Trailway Greenway 
Rail Line 

Submission requests the development of a cycle/walking path on the 
old Waterford to Tramore rail line - would link to the existing 
Waterford to Dungarvan Greenway and to the developing Waterford 
to New Ross Greenway. 
 

WCCC is supportive of enhancing existing and creating new 
sustainable pedestrian and cyclist greenway initiatives subject to such 
initiatives being informed by an appropriate level of environmental 
assessment and where proposals are consistent with the NFP and 
RSES. 
 The Council will consider such projects in greater detail as 
opportunities arise and through local/urban area plans. The draft plan 
will be consistent with RSES RPO 53 Tourism, PRO 174 Walking and 
Cycling, RPO 201 National Trails, Walking Routes and Blueway 
Corridors, Waterford MASP Policy Objective 6 (b) Sustainable 
Transport, Waterford MASP Policy Objective 9 Vibrant City Centre. 
 

27 Kevin McGrath Residential Units At Waterside - John Street: 

Design proposal provided for new bridge across the Suir at Reginald's 
Tower. 
 

WCCC recognises the need for an additional river crossing.  
 The preparation of the draft development plan and its content will be 
informed by WMATS and finer grain ABTAs in addition to the 
Waterford City PLUTS. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 
10 Compact Growth in Metropolitan Areas, RPO 34 Regeneration, 
Brownfield and Infill Development  
 

28 Kevin McGrath,  Illustrated Design proposal provided for residential units at Johns 
Street, using shipping containers 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

29 Kevin McGrath  Design proposal submitted for Strongbow Park, The Glen. 
 

 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans. The draft plan will recognise the importance of placemaking in 
providing an attractive place to live with a high quality of life for all 
our communities.  
 

30 CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
River 

This submission calls for a greenway from Waterford City to Tramore. 
It highlights the benefit that such a greenway would have with regards 
to tourism. It also requests to link any such greenway with the 

WCCC is supportive of enhancing existing and creating new 
sustainable pedestrian and cyclist greenway initiatives subject to such 
initiatives being informed by an appropriate level of environmental 
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 Dungarvan and New Ross greenways. 
 

assessment. 
 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 53 Tourism, 
PRO 174 Walking and Cycling, RPO 201 National Trails, Walking Routes 
and Blueway Corridors, Waterford MASP Policy Objective 6 (b) 
Sustainable Transport, Waterford MASP Policy Objective 9 Vibrant City 
Centre. 
 

31 Michael Flynn Requests the word searchable digitisation of RPS across City and 
County, along with other LAs best practice 
 

 The current CCDPs include a record of all records of protected 
structures and this will be updated if necessary and included in the 
draft plan.  
The recommendations regarding mapping and appendices will be 
considered in the preparation of the new plan. 
 

32 
 

Siobhan McGrath 25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

33 Aidan McCarthy  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

34 Copper Coast 
UNESCO Global 
Geopark, Coastal 
Erosion Management 
on the Copper Coast.  

Submission highlights the nature of coastal erosion, and the increased 
risk of erosion that climate change poses to the Copper Coast. 
Requests that the council study this issue with regard to future 
climate change mitigation and investigate the potential for soft beach 
protection measures and an integrated coastal zone management 
strategy. 
 

The preparation of the draft development plan and its content will be 
informed by the draft NMPF, Climate Action Plan 2019, National 
Mitigation Plan 2017 and National adaptation Framework 2018.  The 
draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 77 Maritime Spatial 
planning - Consistency and Alignment, RPO 120 Flooding and Coastal 
Erosion. 
 

35 Goncalo Comes  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

36 Martina Coonan  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

37 [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
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38 Lismore and 
Economic and Social 
Community Group 

Requests: - new industrial zoned area for Lismore; - Upgrading of the 
infrastructural services (water supply; waste) - Protect/ zone existing 
amenity areas - Take account of new recreational areas eg greenways 
- camping site A more detailed submission will be made at the next 
stage. 
 
A new industrial area to be zoned and protection of existing 
recreational/green areas as well as the creation of new areas.  
 

WCCC recognise the need to provide for infrastructural services in a 
sustainable and planned manner which ensures the management of 
water waste and other environmental resources. 
 
 The draft development plan will ensure Infrastructure investment is 
aligned with the spatial planning strategy of the RSES and will include 
objectives which are holistic in approach to delivering infrastructure 
and which ensure investment and delivery of comprehensive 
infrastructure packages are put in place to meet growth targets that 
prioritise the delivery of compact growth and sustainable mobility as 
per the NPF objectives including: Water services, digital, green 
infrastructure, transport and sustainable travel, community and social, 
renewable energy, recreation, open space amenity, climate change 
adaptation and future proofing infrastructure including flood risk 
management measures, environmental improvement, arts, culture 
and public realm. The draft plan will be consistent with RSES RPO 4 
Infrastructure Investment, RPO 9 Holistic Approach to Delivering 
Infrastructure. It is noted that Section 11(2)(bc) of the Act, prescribes 
that proposals/ requests for zoning of particular land for any purposes 
cannot be considered at this stage of the plan making process. 
Submissions on zoning of particular land for particular purposes can 
be considered once the draft development plan has been placed on 
public display. 
 

39 Michelle McCarthy 25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

40 Sasa Repas  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

41 Avice White, 
Stakepark for 
Dungarvan. 
 

Requests a skate park for Dungarvan 
 

WCCC recognises that our parks, sporting arenas and facilities are 
essential to the quality of life of all our communities. The quality of 
recreational and sporting facilities contributes to good physical and 
mental health, sporting achievement and excellence and to wider 
social, cultural and economic benefits for our communities. 
 
 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals for sporting and 
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recreational facilities where they are consistent with the NFP and 
RSES. The Council will consider such projects in greater detail as 
opportunities arise and through local/urban area plans. The draft plan 
will be consistent with RSES RPO 200 Green Infrastructure and 
Recreation. 
 

42 Lisa Mulhall  
 

25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

43 David Lumsden,  Improved Cycling Infrastructure  Williamstown Road/ Ballygunner/ 
Dunmore Road 
 
Submission relates to improved infrastructure for cycling etc 
specifically in Waterford City and within the Williamstown Rd area: - 
segregated cycleways - safe pedestrian crossings on the Williamstown 
Rd - a train station crossing to the city - City quay is a wasted 
opportunity - move car parking and make better use of the quay for 
pedestrian activities - public green/ park/ amenity area for the 
Williamstown Rd area 
 

WCCC is supportive of enhancing existing and creating new 
sustainable pedestrian and cyclist greenway initiatives subject to such 
initiatives being informed by an appropriate level of environmental 
assessment. The council also is aware of the need to provide new 
open space and parks within the Metropolitan area of Waterford City 
which will provide an attractive place to live with a high quality of life. 
 
 The draft plan will include objectives which support the provision of 
new open space and parks in the Waterford MASP area. The draft plan 
will be consistent with RSES PRO 174 Walking and Cycling, Waterford 
MASP Policy Objective 6 (b) Sustainable Transport, Waterford MASP 
Policy Objective 9 Vibrant City Centre. The draft plan will include 
objectives which support the provision of new open space and parks 
in the Waterford MASP area. The draft plan will be consistent with 
RSES RPO 200 Green Infrastructure and Recreation and Waterford 
MASP Policy Objective No. 21. 
 

44 Harold Power  Managing the Implementation of the Strategic Plan 
 
Development Plan should include a section on monitoring and 
implementing the plan - includes section with a description of how a 
dashboard and framework for indicators of progress will be developed 
to make information readily accessible to the public, Council staff, 
policy makers, educators, and researchers. Suggests that the 
dashboard and framework be modelled on the Doughnut framework 
developed by Kate Raworth --- 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doughnut_(economic_model). A 
methodological guide to downscaling the Doughnut framework to a 
city (called City Portraits) has been published : 

Monitoring will be an important element of the plan and its 
implementation, which will be consistent with multiple RPOs relating 
to monitoring throughout the RSES and the recommendation of the 
OPR. 
 The targets of the core strategy and derived policies and objectives, 
along with the relevant actions seeking their delivery, will be 
monitored during the lifetime of the development plan. A monitoring 
strategy will be devised in order to measure the success of 
implementing the strategy and associated policy objectives.  
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https://www.kateraworth.com/2020/07/16/so-you-want-to-create-a-
city-doughnut/. 
 

45 Copper Coast 
UNESCO Global 
Geopark 

Development of Tankardstown Engine House as a Tourism Attraction  
 
Requests that the plan reflect a desire to explore and develop the 
Tankardstown site, and that national and European funding be 
sourced for its development. 
 

A successful tourism sector creates significant benefits for many other 
sectors such as agriculture, food and drinks, transport and retail. 
WCCC is aware of the importance of the UNESCO Global Geopark 
(Copper Coast Geopark LTD) to the tourist product of Waterford and 
the South East.  
 WCCC is generally supportive of proposals where they are consistent 
with the NFP and RSES and are informed by an appropriate level of 
environmental assessment. The Council will consider such projects in 
greater detail as opportunities arise and through local/urban area 
plans.  
 

46 Clare Morrissey  
 

25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

47 Office of Public 
Works 

Submission relates primarily to the need to make specific reference to 
the Guidelines on the Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
(Nov, 2009), and assoc. circulars and technical appendices - ensure the 
principles are adopted. Specific flood risk management (FRM) issues 
noted for consideration, include: - Flood Risk Management Plans and 
Flood Maps (OPW; Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management (CFRAM); FRMPs): have full regard to proposed flood 
relief schemes in Aglish, Ballyduff, Dungarvan & Environs; - 
Consideration of Climate Change Impacts; - Coastal Change; - Impacts 
on Other Areas; - Natural Water Retention Measures (eg SUDS) 
 

 The plans flood risk policy will be reviewed in line with all statutory 
requirements and Section 28 Ministerial Planning Guidance, Strategic 
Flood Risk Assessment, Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
AA.  
 

48 Orlaith Hamersley, 
Copper Coast 
UNESCO Global 
Geopark 

Development of Tankardstown Engine House as a Tourism Attraction  
 
Requests reconsideration of the categorisation of a number of 
settlements within the existing settlement hierarchy. Identifies the 
need for affordable homes and social housing for all demographics 
within the copper coast area, as well as support for existing education 
facilities and improved pre-school facilities, and expansion/ addition 
to the local link service(s); Also requests improved water services 
infrastructure, and road/ parking improvements/ suggestions; 
 

The issues raised in the submission are noted in relation to the 
Settlement Strategy, housing and education in rural areas of County, 
and will be reviewed in the drafting of the development plan. 
 A Housing Strategy and Housing Need and Demand Assessment, will 
be prepared as part of the draft plan, and will ensure that the plan 
provides for housing for the existing and future population in a 
sustainable manner, providing for changing household sizes and 
housing needs. As mentioned elsewhere in this report the draft plan 
will ensure Infrastructure investment is aligned with the spatial 
planning strategy of the RSES and will include objectives which are 
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holistic in approach to delivering infrastructure. 
 

49 Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald Submission largely relates to Dunmore East, and notes the need for 
additional infrastructural improvements, to keep the village a 'first 
class tourism' location, which are listed below: 
(1) the construction of the already planned ring road linking the Killea 
Road (L-4218) to the main Waterford Road (R684) at Ballymabin.  
(2) An upgrade is needed on water mains as water pressure not 
adequate in the elevated housing estates during the busy summer 
season.  
(3) To alleviate summer traffic congestion, a traffic survey should take 
place on all routes leading to and from the village. After which all 
options, including one way systems should be considered. 

It is intended that Local Transport Plans will establish and give 
expression at the local level to integrated land use and transportation 
policies and objectives at the national and regional levels. Therefore a 
traffic survey for Dunmore East is more appropriate in the preparation 
of LAP rather than the development plan.  
 
It is intended that LAPs will be prepared following the adoption of this 
CCDP will be accompanied by LTPs. 
¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǊƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘΩ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ YƛƭƭŜŀ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
Waterford Road is recognised in the current county development plan 
and this will continue to be acknowledged in the draft Plan. 
 
Irish Water is responsible for the maintenance and operation of water 
infrastructure across the city and county. The Planning Authority has 
initiated a process of consultation with Irish Water and are consulting 
on their Infrastructure priorities. The coordination of infrastructure 
provision with Agencies such as Irish Water remains a priority. 
 The Plan will include a chapter on Infrastructure which will set out 
policies and objectives in 
relation to water infrastructure.  
 

50 Richie Daly Riverbank Cycle Path- Dunmore Road to Waterford City 
 
Requests investment in a creative, safe cycling solution bringing the 
Dunmore Road population directly to the city centre in a way that is 
removed from current motor traffic - Need for a riverbank based 
greenway. Suggested access points could be in the areas of the Island 
Lane near the Waterford Castle ferry slip and around the existing 
Waterford Council facility on the Park Road at the other end. 
Waterford Council should establish a safe, separated, boardwalk style 
cycleway along the riverbank from the Dunmore Rd population centre 
to the city centre. Current traffic and population density in the area 
has led to a situation where cycling to Waterford City is a difficult and 
unattractive proposition. This would have positive economic, 
environmental and health impacts. 
 

As mentioned above WCCC recognises the need for improved 
segregated cycle routes across the MASP area where such initiatives 
are consistent with the NPF, RSES and informed by an appropriate 
level of environmental assessment. 
 
 The Council will consider such projects in greater detail as 
opportunities arise and through local/urban area plans. The draft plan 
will be consistent with RSES PRO 174 Walking and Cycling, RPO 201 
National Trails, Walking Routes and Blueway Corridors, Waterford 
MASP Policy Objective 6 (b) Sustainable Transport, Waterford MASP 
Policy Objective 9 Vibrant City Centre. 
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51 John McCarthy  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

52 Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald Submission largely relates to Passage East, and notes the need for 
additional flood defences, especially to replace existing 1tonne 
sandbags, at the Gap area. Also requests an upgrade of the entire 
storm water system and separate sewage collection system for the 
entire village. 
 

 The plans flood risk policy will be reviewed in line with all statutory 
requirements and Section 28 Ministerial Planning Guidance, Strategic 
Flood Risk Assessment, Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
AA. The draft plan will also ensure that Infrastructure investment is 
aligned with the spatial planning strategy of the RSES. 
 

53  Sarah Nyhan  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

54 Cllr. Conor D. 
McGuinness 

Advances in solar energy generation, and the lower relative cost, 
make micro-generation for homes, business and institutions more 
realisable. Times have changed, and so too must our approach to wind 
energy development. Wind is not the solution to our energy needs, 
however it can form a part of the overall solution. The Development 
Plan should clearly outline a preference for the least intrusive 
generation methods. The submission also touches on the matter of 
local generation for local use and microgrids, and states that with 
regard to offshore wind generation, we cannot jeopardise our natural 
assets in order to become an energy conduit for the rest of the 
country. In this regard, whilst marine planning is not within the scope 
of Waterford City and County Council, it is essential that the 
Development Plan makes reference to the need and desire to protect 
our coast and inshore waters from large-scale development that 
would negatively impact on industry, amenity and biodiversity.  
The submission also lists a number of considerations which it is 
believed should be taken into account in any wind energy related 
planning application assessment. These include:  

¶ Environmental assessments  

¶ Community engagement and participation  

¶ Grid connection  

¶ Geology and ground conditions  

¶ Site drainage and impacts on hydrological table Landscape 
and visual impacts assessment  

¶ Visual impact of ancillary development  

WCCC is aware of and supports the many opportunities for onshore 
wind as a major source of renewable energy while at the same time 
recognising that building energy efficiency will also require new 
measures such as the development of micro-generation, particularly 
where local communities can produce their own electricity.  
 
Rural areas regionally and nationally have contributed significantly to 
the energy needs of the country and energy production. The NPF 
highlights the strong role rural areas play in securing a sustainable 
renewable energy supply. Innovative and novel renewable solutions 
have been delivered in rural areas over the last number of years, 
particularly from solar and wind energy sources. The location of future 
national renewable energy generation will, for the most part, need to 
be accommodated on large tracts of land in a rural setting, while also 
continuing to protect the integrity of the environment and respecting 
the needs of people who live in rural areas. WCCC welcomes the Draft 
Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019) and looks forward to 
their finalisation. 
 
A strategic approach will be taken to Wind Energy Development, and 
this should inform which areas are suitable or unsuitable for wind 
farm development. It should be noted that the Revised Wind Energy 
Guidelines and the Marine Planning Framework which were placed on 
public consultation in Q4 of 2019 will also inform the policies 
(including matters relating to setback distances, shadow flicker etc) 
for the development of renewable energy in the Draft Plan. 
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¶ Impact on natural heritage e.g.. habitats, biodiversity, 
protected or sensitives sites,  

¶ Impact on built heritage including archaeological heritage 

¶ Impact on human health and safety  

¶ Carbon emissions balance i.e. does the carbon footprint of 
construction/maintenance make the development inefficient 

¶ Impact of noise  

¶ Impact of shadow flicker  

¶ Impact of electromagnetic interference  

¶ Adequacy of local access roads for facilitate development  

¶ Decommissioning considerations  
 
In concluding, the submission identifies a number of 'No-Go' areas, 
including the Gaeltacht, the totality of the coastline including that part 
of the coastline from Stradbally to Ballinacourty, and from An Rinn to 
Baile Mhac Airt, ecologically sensitive or scenic areas, as well as areas 
where the siting of wind turbines would negatively impact on 
agriculture, inland fisheries, sea fisheries, tourism, public amenity or 
rural development objectives. 
 

 
 Future policies in this regard will be influenced by national policy on 
renewable energy, the just transition away from dependence on fossil 
fuels and move towards carbon neutrality, and a low-carbon 
economy, the need to ensure Waterford is a climate resilient location, 
the landscape characterisation of the county and relevant S.28 
Ministerial Guidelines. 
 

55 Richella Ryan  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

56 Yvonne Whelan   25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

57 Anne-Marie Power  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

58 Eibhlin Drohan  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

59 Fionnuala McGrath  25m Swimming pool for Dungarvan. Please refer to grouped 
Swimming Pool submissions at 24 
 

 

60 Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland  

Submission addresses: 
Managing Exchequer investment & statutory guidance -  

The Council acknowledges the importance of the national road 
network in providing connectivity between population centres and the 
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N25 Rosslare to Cork, via Waterford, national primary route is 
identified as part of the EU TEN-T Comprehensive Network. The N72, 
national secondary road, provides important regional and inter-
regional connectivity within and through Waterford.  NPF outlines 
investment priority, ref. also NSO 2. 
 
Critical need to manage these assets in accordance with national and 
regional policy; Ref. RPO 140 
 
Would welcome consideration by Council of the following as a Core 
Strategy Objective:  
a) to maintain the strategic function, capacity and safety of the 
national roads network, including planning for future capacity 
enhancements, and  
b) to ensure that the existing extensive transport networks, which 
have been greatly enhanced over the last two decades, are 
maintained to a high level to ensure quality levels of service, safety, 
accessibility and connectivity to transport users.  
 
Development & Core Strategy 
Implications of land use policies on the strategic national road 
network should be considered wrt future land use zoning - local 
transport function of these roads is secondary to their strategic 
nature;  
 
Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (WMATS) - key 
component in facilitating compact growth & sustainable transport in 
the Waterford MASP area - to inform land use & transport strategy.  
Give effect to RPO/ MASP PO 6(a). 
 
Objectives should guide developers to design for sustainable 
transportation requirements at the earliest stages of development 
design - integrated approach: high std of public transport, foot and 
private car access 
Large scale development in urban areas or areas adjoining national 
roads - ensure national road capacity is appropriately utilised, and 
they can continue to perform their intended function (Ref. Spatial 
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for PAs) 

main centres of employment and the key ports and airports which are 
the main points of entry and exit to the country. Policies to safeguard 
the capacity of national routes that will allow them to continue to 
perform their strategic role will be included in the Draft Plan. 
 
With regard to the location of future employment and residential 
areas, the Draft Plan will be in accordance with national and regional 
policy whereby future growth and development will be primarily 
concentrated in Waterford City and other larger towns in the County, 
as will be highlighted in the Core and Settlement Strategies. 
Development in these centres will be directed towards centrally 
located areas that will support the creation of consolidated and 
compact settlements.   
 
In the above regard, the plan will also consider the implications of 
land use policies on the strategic national road network in the area as 
a criterion in determining the future land use zoning strategy and will 
review the extent and location of industry, employment and other 
commercial type land uses to support co-ordinated and integrated 
land use patterns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The plan will consider objectives to ensure that the carrying capacity, 
operational efficiency, safety and investment made in national roads 
in Waterford continue to be safeguarded.  
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Costs associated with accommodating local development proposals 
will not be funded by TII and will be borne by the LA - should thus be 
integrated into future local development contributions scheme. 
 
Development at national road junctions - particular care required wrt 
assessment and management of development proposals/ zoning of/at 
or close to junctions on the national road network. Ref S.2.7 DoECLG 
Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines.  TII available to assist 
Council in preparing Strategic Transport Assessments.  Where such 
frameworks are already in place, development principles and 
investment requirements should be reflected in the Development 
Plan.  
 
TII would welcome a new policy objective to include the explicit 
presumption against large out of town retail centres located adjacent 
or close to existing, new or planned national roads/motorways 
reflecting policy outlined in the Retail Planning Guidelines, 2012.  
 
Where the PA is determining fundamental issues of land use and 
transportation, an overall transport assessment should be 
undertaken.  Leaving traffic and transport assessments to individual 
areas/ applicants is inappropriate and leads to piecemeal 
development - especially wrt MASP growth areas. 
 
The Council should give consideration to undertaking appropriate 
Area Based Transport Assessment and/or Strategic Transport 
Assessment (STA) for areas not covered by WSMATS to support the 
preparation of the Draft  Development Plan - Ref. Sect 1.4 NRA/TII 
Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (2014); TII publications: 
PE-PDV-02046 ABTA Guidance Notes. 
TII would welcome consultation with the Council wrt a Local Transport 
Plan for Dungarvan (as required by the SRA RSES). 
 
Access to National Roads 
Development Plan should make it clear that the policy of the PA will 
be to avoid the creation of additional access points to national roads 
to which speed limits of greater than 50kph apply. Ref also policy in 
S.2.5 of the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines relating to access to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A plan led approach will be promoted where less restrictive 
approaches are considered. The use of appropriate Area Based 
Transport Assessment (ABTA) or Strategic Transport Assessment (STA) 
will be considered when planning in areas which have an interface 
with the national road network. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




